St Nicholas Orthodox Church

A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest
of the Orthodox Church in America
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/

Parish Rector: Fr Mark Therrien + (216) 678-8181 + fr.mark.therrien@gmail.com

Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, June 1, 2025

Sunday, June 1

The Seventh Sunday of Pascha: The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council

9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy || Noon Picnic

Wednesday, June4  6:30p Choir Practice

1p Kollyva-making workshop || 6p General Panikhida

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || 4:30p Confession || 5:30p Festal Vespers with Lity

Friday, June 6
Saturday, June 7 Memorial Saturday
Sunday, June 8

The Eighth Sunday of Pascha: Holy Pentecost (The Feast of the Holy Trinity)

8:45a Festal Matins with Anointing || 10a Divine Liturgy || 5:30p Kneeling Vespers

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP
FOR MAY 25,2025

Attendance: 158 (116 adults, 42 children); Operating:
$2,150; Capital Maintenance: $90; Icons: $10;
Diocesan Dues: $90; Candles: $15; Uganda: $20;
Parish Charities: $15

WEEKLY CATECHESIS ON THE GOSPEL

“Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven,
and said: ‘Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son,
that Your Son also may glorify You™ (John 17:1).

From St John Chrysostom:

Christ not only speaks about the endurance of evil but puts
himself forward as an example. After his admonition that
“in the world you will have tribulation,” he himself turns
to prayer in order to teach us that in our testing we are to
leave everything behind and flee to God. He had shaken
their souls in his admonition but raised them up again by
this prayer ...

Again he shows us that he willingly comes to the cross. For
how could someone who prayed that this might happen be
unwilling, calling what would happen “glory” not only for
himself the crucified but also for the Father? This was

indeed the case, since not only the Son but also the Father
too was glorified. For before the crucifixion, not even the
Jews knew him. “Israel,” it says, “has not known me.” But
after the crucifixion, the whole world flocked to him. Then
he also speaks of how the glory would take place and how
[the Father] will glorify Him (from Homily 80 on John).

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent”
(John 17:3)

From St Cyril of Alexandria:

Are we saying that knowledge is eternal life? Are we saying
that to know the one true and living God will suffice to
give us complete security for the future without need of
anything else? Then how is “faith apart from works dead”?
When we speak of faith, we mean the true knowledge of
God and nothing else, since knowledge comes by faith.
'The prophet Isaiah tells us this: “If you do not believe,
neither shall you understand.” But he is not talking about
a knowledge that consists in barren speculations, which is
entirely worth- less. For one of the holy disciples said,
“You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the
demons believe—and shudder.” What then shall we say to
this? How is it that Christ speaks the truth when he says
that eternal life is the knowledge of God the Father, the
one true God, and with him of the Son? I think, indeed,
we must answer that the saying of the Savior is completely



true. For this knowledge is life, laboring as it were in birth
of the whole meaning of the mystery and granting to us
participation in the mystery of the Eucharist, whereby we
are joined to the living and life-giving Word. And for this
rea- son, I think, Paul says that the Gentiles are made
tellow members of the body and fellow partakers of Christ,
inasmuch as they partake in his blessed body and blood.
And our members may in this sense be conceived of as
being members of Christ. This knowledge, then, which
also brings to us the Eucharist by the Spirit, is life. For it
dwells in our hearts, reshaping those who receive it into
sonship with him and molding them into incorruption and
piety toward God through life, according to the Gospel.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, then, knowing that the knowledge
of the one true God brings to us and promotes our union
with the blessings of which we have spoken, says that it is
eternal life. It is the mother and nurse of eternal life, being
in its power and nature pregnant with those things that
cause life and lead to life” (from his Commentary on John)

“I pray for them” (John 17:9)
From St Athanasius:

He takes our infirmities without himself being infirm and
hungers without hungering. He sends up what is ours that
it may be abolished. As he does this, in the same way, the
gifts that come from God instead of our infirmities he also
receives so that we, being united to him, may be able to
partake of them. This is how the Lord says, “All things
whatever you have given me, I have given them,” and
again, “I pray for them.” For he prayed for us, taking on
himself what is ours and giving what he received. Since
then, the Word was united to man himself and the Father
purposed for us to be exalted and have power, therefore all
things that we receive through him [i.e., the Son] are
referred to the Word himself. For as he for our sake
became man, so we for his sake are exalted. It is no
absurdity then, if, as for our sake he humbled himself, so
also for our sake he is said to be highly exalted. So “he gave
to him” means, in essence, “[he gave] to us for his sake.”
And “he highly exalted him” means essentially “[he
exalted] us in him.” And the Word himself—when we are
exalted and receive and are helped as if he himself were
exalted and received and were helped—gives thanks to the
Father, referring what is ours to himself and saying, “All
things, whatever you have given me, I have given unto
them (from the Fourth Discourse against the Arians)

PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please
email me so that 1 might add the person to our list. Please also
tell me zf someone on the list may be removed.

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother),
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul
(Cole), and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon,
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie
A’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris);
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana,
and the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe
(Andy D.s brother); Viktor & Dominik; Vincent
(Thomas A.’s father); Todd (friend of Cindy R.); Michael
and Mary Grace (requested by Katie H.); Julia, Dan
(Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur
(Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila (Anna Ks aunt);
Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend of Cindy Renda);
Kim; Joe (Gloria H.s brother); Archpriest Jason;
Elizabeth (for healing); Christine (friend of Michele S.);
Mat. Barbara (for healing); Jade (for healing); James H.
(for healing); Abby G. (for healing); Ray (nephew of Linda
and Evelyn); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad
(nephew of Don P.); Nora R. (for healing); Michael &
Thekla (newly-crowned); Thomas (soon to be ordained
deacon), Stephanie, and their children; Chuck Nicoletti;
the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East
(especially those being killed in Syria), and Armenia; all
those affected by the recent hurricanes and wildfires

Birthdays: 6/1: Nina Chongris, Elizabeth Visnick, Shawn
Cunningham; 6/2: John Clements; 6/5: James
Oberhausen; 6/6: Alex Visnick

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam & Leah;
Peter & Caitlin; Joseph & Venessa

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian
Raphael

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia
M.s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.s sister-in-law);
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph
C,; Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); Luke (from Ruth B.);
Ronald (LLeah W.’s uncle); Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father);
Jeff H. (friend of Adam C.); Deb (friend of Ruth B.)

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Stephen Laird (6/3),
Anastasia (Nell) Lock (6/5)



