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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, May 25, 2025 
Sunday, May 25 The Sixth Sunday of Pascha: The Blind Man (& the Third Finding of the Head of St John) 
 9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 

Monday, May 26 7:30p Catechism Class (online; last session ‘til the Fall) 

Tuesday, May 27 6p Paschal Vespers 

Wednesday, May 28 The Leave-Taking of Pascha 
 8:50a Paschal Hour || 9a Paschal Divine Liturgy || 6p Festal Vespers with Lity 

Thursday, May 29 The Ascension of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ 
 8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy 

Friday, May 30 Fr Mark’s day off 

Saturday, May 31 5:30p Great Vespers followed by Confessions (NO Confessions at 4:30p today) 

Sunday, June 1 The Seventh Sunday of Pascha: The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 
9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy || Noon Picnic 

 
ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

FOR MAY 18, 2025 
Attendance: 136 (106 adults, 30 children); Operating: 
$2,360; ZOE: $20; Capital Maintenance: $175; Diocesan 
Dues: $30; Candles: $57; Uganda: $100; Parish Charities: 
$175; IOCC: $5; Lawn Mower Sale: $700 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS ON THE GOSPEL 

The Gift of Seeing 

“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see” (the 
words of the blind man to the Pharisees at John 9:15) 

“Here, it is as though the man is saying: I will prove to you 
that the power of the Healer was not exerted in vain. I will 
not deny the favor I received, for I now possess what I 
formerly longed for. I who was blind from birth and 
afflicted from the womb, having been anointed with clay, 
am healed, and I see. That is, I do not merely show you my 
eye opened, concealing the darkness in its depth, but I 
really see. From now on I am able to look at things that 

formerly I could only hear about. Look! The bright light of 
the sun is shining around me. Look! The beauty of strange 
sights surrounds my eye. A short time ago I scarcely knew 
what Jerusalem was like. Now I see the temple of God 
glittering within it, and I behold in its midst the truly 
venerable altar. And if I stood outside the gate, I could look 
around on the country of Judea and recognize one thing as 
a hill and another as a tree. And when the time changes to 
evening, my eye will no longer fail to notice the beauty of 
the nighttime sky, the brilliant company of the stars and 
the golden light of the moon. When I do, I shall be amazed 
at the skill of him who made them ‘from the greatness and 
beauty of created things’ I as well as others shall 
acknowledge the great Creator.” (St Cyril of Alexandria, 
Commentary on the Gospel of John) 

The Emboldening Power of Truth 

“Do you also want to become His disciples?” (the words of 
the blind man to the Judaeans recounted at John 9:31) 

“Do you see how boldly the beggar speaks with the scribes 
and Pharisees? It shows how strong truth is and how weak 
falsehood is. Truth, though it grasps only ordinary people, 
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makes them to appear glorious; falsehood, even when it is 
among the strong, shows them to be weak. …” (St John 
Chrysostom, Homily 58 on the Gospel of John). 

God’s Hearkening unto Sinners 

“Now we know that God does not hear sinners…” (from 
John 9:31) 

“But if so important a doctrine were true, that is, that the 
sinner is not heard by God, it would not have been passed 
over in silence but would have been spoken by someone 
deserving to be believed, for example, by the servant 
[Moses] or one of the prophets. But how, if God did not 
hear a sinner, were the sinners taught to say, ‘Forgive us 
our trespasses, as we also forgive our transgressors’? Whom 
then does God hear? He hears those who turn to him in 
repentance, even if they have not yet ceased from being 
sinners. If God did not hear sinners, our Savior would not 
have been eating and drinking with publicans and sinners. 
But if those needing physicians because they were sick 
were not being heard, he would not have healed them. 
Therefore, as if the prayer of those who have sinned but no 
longer altogether disbelieve attained its object, it is said, ‘If 
you mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?’ But perhaps 
the blind man is speaking not about any ordinary thing in 
the prayer of the sinner but of the kind of great works that 
Jesus was doing. For when God is petitioned concerning 
those kinds of works by sinners, he does not hear them” 
(Origen, Fragment 70 on the Gospel of John) 

“Of course God listens to sinners. But the man who said 
that had not yet washed the face of his heart in Siloam. 
The sacrament had already taken place in his eyes, but the 
benefit of grace had not yet been achieved in his heart. 
When did this blind man wash the face of his heart? 
When, after he had been thrown outside by the Jews, the 
Lord brought him inside into himself. You see, he found 
him and said to him, as we heard, ‘Do you believe in the 
Son of God?’ And he answered, ‘Who is he, Lord, that I 
may believe in him?’ He could already see him, certainly, 
with his eyes, but with his heart? Not yet. Wait for it; he 
will see in a moment. Jesus answered him, ‘I am, I who am 
talking to you.’ Did he hesitate? He washed his face 
immediately. After all, Siloam was talking to him, ‘which 
is translated as “the One sent.”’ Who is the one sent but 
Christ who frequently asserted, ‘I do the will of my Father, 
who sent me.’ So he himself was Siloam. The man blind in 
heart approached, heard, believed, worshiped, washed his 
face and saw.” (St Augustine, Homily 136) 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 

Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well 
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul 
(Cole), and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of newly-
reposed Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest 
Jan, Mat. Jana, and the parishioners of St Theodosius 
Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Viktor & Dominik; 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Todd (friend of Cindy R.); 
Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie H.); Julia, 
Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur 
(Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); 
Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend of Cindy Renda); 
Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Archpriest Jason; 
Elizabeth (for healing); Christine (friend of Michele S.); 
Mat. Barbara (for healing); Jade (for healing); James H. 
(for healing); Abby G. (for healing); Ray (nephew of Linda 
and Evelyn); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad 
(nephew of Don P.); Nora R. (for healing); Michael & 
Thekla (newly-crowned); Thomas (soon to be ordained 
deacon), Stephanie, and their children; the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially those 
being killed in Syria), and Armenia; all those affected by 
the recent hurricanes and wildfires 

Birthdays: 5/26: Christina Lebedev; Elizabeth Miller; 
5/29: Amy Wagner; 5/31: Peter Georges; 6/1: Nina 
Chongris, Elizabeth Visnick 

Anniversary: 5/26: David & Maria Kucmanic 

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam & Leah; 
Peter & Caitlin 

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., 
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Mark (Aurelius) T. 

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian 
Raphael 

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S. 

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia 
M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend 
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-law); 
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of 
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph 
C. (newly reposed); Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); 
Archpriest Paul H.; Luke (from Ruth B.); Ronald (Leah 
W.’s uncle); Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father); Jeff. H. (friend 
of Adam C.); Deb (friend of Ruth B.) 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Tom “Tasho” Alusheff 
(5/29), Steve Gallowan (5/29) 


