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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, May 18, 2025

Sunday, May 18

The Fifth Sunday of Pascha: The Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

Thursday, May 22
Saturday, May 24
Sunday, May 25

6:30p Parish Council Meeting (open to all)
1-3p Youth Group || 4:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers
The Sixth Sunday of Pascha: The Blind Man (&3 the Third Finding of the Head of St John)

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

WEEKLY CATECHESIS:

Some Remarks on the Gospel
from Writers of the Early Church

The Savior Thirsts

“The Savior asks for water from the woman, then, and
teigns thirst so that he might give eternal grace to the
thirsty. For the source was not able to be thirsty, nor was
he in whom there is living water able to draw water full
of earthly sediment. Did Christ thirst, then? He
thirsted, to be sure, but for salvation and not [merely]
for human drink. He was thirsty not for the water of this
world but for the redemption of the human race. In a
wonderful way, therefore, the source sitting by the well
produces streams of mercy in that very place, and with
flowing, living water he purifies the woman who is
fornicating with a sixth man, not her husband but an
adulterer. And in a new kind of miracle the woman who
had come to the well of Samaria as a prostitute returned
chaste from the source of Christ. She who had come to
look for water brought back chastity. As soon as the
Lord points her sins out to her she acknowledges them,
confesses Christ and announces the Savior. Abandoning
her pitcher she brings not water but grace back to the
city. She seems, indeed, to return without a burden, but
she returns full of holiness. She returns full, I say,
because she who had come as a sinner goes back as a
proclaimer, and she who had left her pitcher behind

brought back the fullness of Christ, without the slightest
loss to her city. For even if she did not bring water to
the townspeople, still she brought in the source of
salvation. Sanctified, then, by faith in Christ, the
woman goes back home” (Maximus of Turin, “Sermon
22, trans. Ramsey).

Rousing Zeal for Christ

“The woman then left her water pot, and went her way
into the city, and says to the men, Come, see a Man
which told me all things that ever I did; is not this the
Christ?” (John 4:28-29)

“We require much fervor and up-roused zeal, for
without these it is impossible to obtain the blessings
promised to us. And to show this, Christ at one time
says, “Except a man take up his cross and follow Me, he
is not worthy of Me” (Matthew 10:38), at another, “I
have come to send fire upon the earth, and what will I if
it be already kindled?” (Luke 12:49) Vy both these
desiring to represent to us a disciple full of heat and fire,
and prepared for every danger. Such a one was this
woman. For so kindled was she by His words, that she
left her water pot and the purpose for which she came,
ran into the city, and drew all the people to Jesus.
“Come,” she says, “see a Man which told me all things
that ever I did.”

Observe her zeal and wisdom. She came to draw water,

and when she had lighted upon the true Well, she after



that despised the material one; teaching us even by this
trifling instance when we are listening to spiritual
matters to overlook the things of this life, and make no
account of them. For what the Apostles did, that, after
her ability, did this woman also. They when they were
called, left their nets; she of her own accord, without the
command of any, leaves her water pot, and winged by
joy performs the office of Evangelists. And she calls not
one or two, as did Andrew and Philip, but having
aroused a whole city and people, so brought them to
Him.

“Observe too how prudently she speaks; she said not,
‘Come and see the Christ) but with the same
condescension by which Christ had netted her she
draws the men to Him. ‘Come,’ she says, ‘see a Man who
told me all that ever I did.” She was not ashamed to say
that He told me all that ever I did. Yet she might have
spoken otherwise, ‘Come, see one that prophesies’; but
when the soul is inflamed with holy fire, it looks then to
nothing earthly, neither to glory nor to shame, but
belongs to one thing alone, the flame which occupies it.”
(St John Chrysostom, Homily 34, trans. Marriott)

Being the Temple of God

“O for a mountain to pray on, you cry, ‘high and
inaccessible so that I may be nearer to God and God
may hear me better. For he dwells on high.” . . . Yes,
God dwells on high, but he is also considerate of the
humble. . . . Come down so that you may come near
him. But do you want to ascend? Ascend, but do not
seek a mountain. “The ascents,’ it said, ‘are in his heart,
in the valley of weeping’ (Ps. 83:7). A valley has
humility. Therefore, do everything within. Even if
perhaps you seek some lofty place, some holy place,
make yourself a temple for god within yourself. ‘For the
temple of God is holy, which means you’ (1 Cor. 3:17)
Would you pray in a temple? Pray in yourself. But first
be a temple of God, for he in his temple hears the one
who prays” (St Augustine, Tractate 15 on John trans.
Gibb)

PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please
email me so that 1 might add the person to our list. Please also
tell me zf someone on the list may be removed.

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother),
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Cole (Paul), and

his family members: Sarah, Simon, Michael, &’ Nikolai;
Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); Maria
(friend of Anna K., wife of newly-reposed Boris); Michael
(cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, and the
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s
brother); Viktor & Dominik; Vincent (Thomas A.’s
father); Todd (friend of Cindy R.); Michael and Mary
Grace (requested by Katie H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus
(Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston
(Elijah); Ludmila (Anna K's aunt); Rich (Cindy R.s
brother); Emily (friend of Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria
H.’s brother); Archpriest Jason; Elizabeth (for healing);
Christine (friend of Michele S.); Mat. Barbara (for
healing); Jade (for healing); James H. (for healing); Abby
G. (for healing); Ray (nephew of Linda and Evelyn);
Emily &7 Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew of Don P.);
Nora R. (for healing); the suffering Christians of Ukraine,
the Middle East (especially those being killed in Syria),
and Armenia; all those affected by the recent hurricanes
and wildfires

Birthdays: 5/18: Nicholas Fross; 5/23: James Pepera

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam & Leah;
Peter & Caitlin

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T,
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian
Raphael

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia
M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.s sister-in-law);
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of
Subdeacon Jeftrey); Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph
C. (newly reposed); Janice (Joshua T.s great aunt);
Archpriest Paul H.; Luke (from Ruth B.); Ronald (Leah
W.s uncle); Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father); Jeff. H. (friend
of Adam C.); Deb (friend of Ruth B.)

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Mary Rosa (5/18);
Catherine Theophylactos (5/23)
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