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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, May 11, 2025

Sunday, May 11

The Fourth Sunday of Pascha: The Sunday of the Paralytic

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, May 13
Sunday, May 18

6:30p Choir Practice

The Fifth Sunday of Pascha: The Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP
FOR MAY 4,2025

Attendance: 127; Operating: $4030.74; Capital
Maintenance: $135; Diocesan Dues: $265; Candles:
$130; Uganda: $50; Parish Charities: $70; IOCC: $5;
Vestments: $10

WEEKLY CATECHESIS

A Homily on the Sunday of the Paralytic
by Metropolitan Anthony of Sorouzh

How tragic today’s story of the life of Christ is. A man
had been paralyzed for years. He had lain at a short
distance from healing, but he himself had no strength to
merge into the waters of ablution. And no one in the
course of all these years had had compassion on him.

The ones rushed to be the first in order to be healed.
Others who were attached to them by love, by
friendship, helped them to be healed. But no one cast a
glance at this man, who for years had longed for healing
and was not in himself able to find strength to become
whole.

If only one person had been there, if only one heart had
responded with compassion, this man might have been
whole years and years earlier. As no one, not one person,
had compassion on him,; all that was left to him—and I
say all that was left to him with a sense of horror—was
the direct intervention of God.

We are surrounded by people who are in need. It is not
only people who are physically paralyzed who need help.
There are so many people who are paralyzed in
themselves, and need to meet someone who would help
them. Paralyzed in themselves are those who are
terrified of life, because life has been an object of terror
for them since they were born: insensitive parents,
heartless, brutal surroundings. How many are those who
hoped, when they were still small, that there would be
something for them in life. But no. There wasn’t. There
was no compassion. There was no friendliness. There
was nothing. And when they tried to receive comfort and
support, they did not receive it. Whenever they thought
they could do something they were told, “Don’t try.
Don’t you understand that you are incapable of this?”
And they felt lower and lower.

How many were unable to fulfill their lives because they
were physically ill, and not sufficiently strong... But did
they find someone to give them a supporting hand? Did
they find anyone who felt so deeply for them and about
them that they went out of their way to help? And how
many are there who are terrified of life, lived in
circumstances of fear, of violence, of brutality... But all
this could not have taken them if there had been
someone who would have stood by them and not
abandoned them.

So we are surrounded, all of us, by people who are in the
situation of this paralytic man. If we think of ourselves
we will see that many among us are paralyzed, incapable



of fulfilling all their aspirations; incapable of being what
they longed for, incapable of serving others the way their
heart speaks; incapable of doing anything they longed
for because fear and brokenness has come into them.

And all of us, a/l of us are responsible for each of them.
We are responsible, mutually, for one another—because
when we look right and left at the people who stand by
us, what do we know about them? Do we know how
broken they are? How much pain there is in their hearts?
How much agony there has been in their lives? How
many broken hopes, how much fear and rejection and
contempt that has made them contemptuous of
themselves and unable even to respect themselves—not
to speak of having the courage of making a move
towards wholeness, that wholeness of which the Gospel
speaks in this passage and in so many other places?

Let us reflect on this. Let us look at each other and ask
ourselves, “How much frailty is there in him or her?
How much pain has accumulated in his or her heart?
How much fear of life—but life expressed by my
neighbor, the people on whom I should be able to count
for life—has come in to my existence?

Let us look at one another with understanding, with
attention. Christ is there. He can heal; yes. But we will
be answerable for each other, because there are so many
ways in which we should be the eyes of Christ who sees
the needs, the ears of Christ who hears the cry, the
hands of Christ who supports and heals or makes it
possible for the person to be healed.

Let us look at this parable of the paralytic with new eyes;
not thinking of this poor man two thousand years ago
who was so lucky that Christ happened to be near him
and in the end did what every neighbor should have
done. Let us look at each other and have compassion,
active compassion, insight, and love if we can. And then
this parable will not have been spoken or this event will
not have been related to us in vain. Amen.

CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!

(Source: https://www.mitras.ru/eng/eng 38.htm.)

PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer,
please email me so that I might add the person to our list.
Please also tell me if someone on the list may be removed.

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother),
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as

well as those who serve them; our seminarian, Cole
(Paul), and his family members: Sarah, Simon,
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie
A’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of newly-
reposed Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.);
Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, and the parishioners of St
Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Viktor
(¢ Dominik; Vincent (Thomas A.s father); Todd
(friend of Cindy R.); Michael and Mary Grace
(requested by Katie H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus
(Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston
(Elijah); Ludmila (Anna K.s aunt); Peter G. (for
healing); Rich (Cindy R.s brother); Emily (friend of
Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.s brother);
Archpriest Jason; Deb (friend of Ruth B.); Elizabeth
(for healing); Christine (friend of Michele S.); Mat.
Barbara (for healing); Jade (for healing); James H. (for
healing); Abby G. (for healing); John G. (cousin of
Maryann S.); Ray (nephew of Linda and Evelyn); Emily
& Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew of Don P.);
Nora R. (for healing); the suffering Christians of
Ukraine, the Middle East (especially those being killed
in Syria), and Armenia; all those affected by the recent
hurricanes and wildfires

Birthdays: 5/11: George Lemaster, Rosemary Bagley,
Alina Kucmanic, Leah Woodruff; 5/12: Peter Renda4
5/14: Jim Gordon, Lisa Gordon; 5/15: Corrine
Schroeder; 5/16: Anna Cunningham

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam &
Leah; Peter {F Caitlin

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.,
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya);
Dorian Raphael

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James
C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie
C.’s nephew)

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia
Ms brother); Joella (LuAnn D.s daughter); Gail
(friend of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-
law); Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne
(relative of Subdeacon Jeffrey); Betty H. (James H.’s
cousin); Joseph C. (newly reposed); Janice (Joshua T.’s
great aunt); Archpriest Paul H.; Luke (from Ruth B.);
Ronald (Leah W.’s uncle); Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father);
Jeff H. (friend of Adam C.)

Annual Anniversary of Repose: George Bohar (5/17)



