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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, April 27, 2025 
Sunday, April 27 Anti-Pascha (The Sunday of St Thomas) 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
 1p Blessing of Graves (@ Western Reserve) 
Tuesday, April 29 Day of Rejoicing (Radonitsa) 
 10a Divine Liturgy @ Holy Assumption Church in Canton 
 (Fr Mark @ Deanery Meeting in Canton) || 7:30p Catechism Class (online) 
Saturday, May 3 4:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, May 4 The Third Sunday of Pascha: The Myrrh-Bearing Women 
 9a Church School || 9:10a Hours || 9:30a Chrismation || 10a Divine Liturgy 

 
ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

FOR APRIL 6, 2025 
Attendance: 161 (92 adults + 69 children); Operating: 
$2,580; Capital Maintenance: $50; Holy Day: $100; 
Diocesan Dues: $267; Candles: $143; Uganda: $72; 
Parish Charities: $45; Alms: $430 

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP 
FOR APRIL 13, 2025 

(PALM SUNDAY) 
Attendance: 174 (134 adults + 40 children); Operating: 
$3,990; Capital Maintenance: $85; Holy Day: $285; 
Diocesan Dues: $90; Candles: $130; Uganda: $65; 
Parish Charities: $210; Alms: $305; Memorial: $105; 
IOCC: $90; Flowers: $150 

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP 
FOR APRIL 20, 2025 

(THE PASCHA OF THE LORD) 
Attendance: 171 (147 adults + 24 children); Operating: 
$1,170; Capital Maintenance: $40; Holy Day: $719; 
Diocesan Dues: $10; Candles: $65; Uganda: $35; 
Parish Charities: $55; Alms: $110; Altar Server 
Vestments: $2,007.08 

TODAY: THE BREAKING OF THE ARTOS 
At the end of the Divine Liturgy on Pascha, in the 
midst of so much else going on, there is one small 
prayer of blessing that we might not think much 
about: The blessing of the artos.  
By way of background: The word artos is just the 
Greek word for bread (more specifically: bread that is 
yeast-leavened). Instead of being translated, however, 
the Greek word was preserved both in the Slavonic-
language service books of our forebears, as well as in 
our English-language books today, as a way of 
underscoring the special nature of this bread: Having 
been blessed, this bread is then placed on the solea, 
being set before the icon of our Lord during services, 
or in the middle of the holy doors outside of them. 
(For lack of room this year, I have placed it in the 
middle of the temple. But next year, I plan for us to 
follow the more traditional practice.) Once it has been 
blessed and sanctified, the artos is then carried in all 
of the processions appointed for Bright Week—thus 
taking its place among the other sacred objects carried 
in procession, including the icon of the Resurrection 
and the Gospel book. And then, finally, the Church 
appoints that on Bright Saturday another prayer is 
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said over the artos before it is broken. After that 
prayer, it is then distributed to the faithful. (Although 
it is a rite appointed for Bright Saturday, by way of 
pastoral accommodation, we are breaking the artos at 
the end of our Divine Liturgy on Sunday.) 

Why do we give so much attention to this bread? 
Part of the reason has to do with the special 
connection of our Lord’s presence with bread in 
Scripture. Here, of course, the ‘Bread of Life’ 
discourse found in chapter six of John’s Gospel stands 
out: “Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; he 
who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who 
believes in me shall never thirst’” (John 6:35). And 
then again, there is also the famous text that we read 
on Bright Tuesday from chapter 24 of Luke’s Gospel: 
Having travelled with our Lord on the road to 
Emmaus, the blind eyes of the disciples only become 
opened to recognize his presence in their midst when 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Passing from its basis in Scripture, the Church’s rites 
surrounding the artos also reflect a venerable tradition 
of the early Church: After our Lord ascended into 
heaven, the Apostles would gather regularly to 
celebrate the Eucharist, and thus to receive the holy 
Body and Blood of our Lord. And then too, it is said, 
even at ordinary meals, the Apostles would make a 
special remembrance of our Lord by setting the first 
place for him, and by placing bread in his place as a 
sign of his presence. In this way, even common bread 
served for them as a reminder of his abiding presence, 
even to the close of the age (see Matt 28:20). It is this 
tradition, above all, that has shaped the Church’s rites 
surrounding the artos. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, 
please email me so that I might add the person to our list. 
Please also tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 
For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s 
brother), Mary Ann S., Andrew D., the residents of 
St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them; 
our seminarian, Cole (Paul), and his family members: 
Sarah, Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian 
R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of 
Anna K., wife of newly-reposed Boris); Michael 

(cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, and 
the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe 
(Andy D.’s brother); Viktor & Dominik; Vincent 
(Thomas A.’s father); Todd (friend of Cindy R.); 
Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie H.); 
Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar 
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); 
Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Peter G. (for healing); 
Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend of Cindy 
Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Archpriest 
Jason; Deb (friend of Ruth B.); Elizabeth (for 
healing); Christine (friend of Michele S.); Mat. 
Barbara (for healing); Jade (for healing); James H. 
(for healing); Abby G. (for healing); John G. (cousin 
of Maryann S.); Ray (nephew of Linda and Evelyn); 
Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew of 
Don P.); Nora R. (for healing); the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially 
those being killed in Syria), and Armenia; all those 
affected by the recent hurricanes and wildfires 
Birthdays: 4/27: Peggy Walker, Meredith Janek; 
4/29: Lilith Pohl; 4/30: Michael Clements; 5/2: 
Chad Nicoletti 
Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam & 
Leah; Peter & Caitlin 
Catechumens: Dalton M., Scott S., Erin (Xenia) D., 
Joshua Peter T., Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; 
Landon (Peter) T. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); 
Dorian Raphael 
Newly illumined: Elizabeth Irene C. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; 
James C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. 
(Debbie C.’s nephew) 
Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis 
(Claudia M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); 
Gail (friend of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s 
sister-in-law); Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); 
Anne (relative of Subdeacon Jeffrey); Ruth (mother 
of Mat. Rachel T., a friend of the Therrien family); 
Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph C. (newly 
reposed); Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); Archpriest 
Paul H.; Luke (from Ruth B.); Ronald (Leah W.’s 
uncle); Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father) 
Annual Anniversary of Repose: Michael Galayda 
(4/27); Richard Mirauntz (5/2) 


