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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, April 6, 2025 
Sunday, April 6 Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast: St Mary of Egypt 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy of St Basil the Great 
 5p Unction (Served at Holy Trinity in Parma and at St Nicholas in Mogadore) 
Monday, April 7 Repose of St Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow & Enlightener of North America 
 6:30p Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts (Deanery service at St Andrew’s in Maple Heights) 

Tuesday, April 8 6:30p Choir Practice || 7:30p Catechism Class (online; topic: Holy Week) 
Wednesday, April 9 9a Matins || 10:30a Confession || 4p Confession || 6p Presanctified Liturgy 

Thursday, April 10 6p Panikhida (for Joseph C., 40 days) 
Friday, April 11 The Last Day of the Great Fast: “We have completed the forty days that profit our souls” 
 10:30a Confession || 4–5p Confession || 5:30p Presanctified Liturgy 
Saturday, April 12 Lazarus Saturday 
 9a Div. Liturgy || 3:30p Confession (last time ‘til after Pascha) || 5:30p Festal Vespers w/ Lity 
Sunday, April 13 The Feast of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) 
 8:45a Festal Matins with Blessing of Palms & Procession 
 10a Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom || 5:30p Matins of Holy Monday 

  
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

A Few Notes on the Upcoming Festal Weekend 
By the grace of God, this coming Friday we come to the 
final day of these forty days “which profit our souls”: The 
Great Fast officially ends on Friday before the evening 
service. From that point, we then transition into a kind 
of special, very short two-day liturgical season: The 
Saturday of Lazarus and the Feast of our Lord’s 
Entrance into Jerusalem (i.e., Palm or Flowery Sunday). 
The services for next weekend are very festive in nature. 
Lazarus Saturday, to me, is an especially moving feast: 
Since the Gospel for this day commemorates the Lord’s 
miraculous act of raising Lazarus from the dead, this day 
is celebrated with a special kind of joy and brightness 
that already clearly intimates the coming joy of Pascha. 
This is made especially clear in the service of Matins for 
this day, during which we sing hymns that are normally 

sung on Sunday as part of resurrectional Matins. And 
this is also why, as I noted a few weeks ago in my 
catechesis on the Litany for those about to be illumined, 
in ancient times Lazarus Saturday was one of the four 
days on which baptism was celebrated in the Church of 
Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom) in Constantinople: The 
resurrectional nature of the day made it an ideal occasion 
to illuminate new Christians through holy baptism. 
In our temple, we will commence our celebration of 
Lazarus Saturday on Friday evening: The Presanctified 
Liturgy will be served at 5:30p (please note the slightly 
earlier time). Thereafter, Divine Liturgy will be served 
on Saturday morning at 9a. After this, there will be the 
customary preparation of palms and pussy willows. 
Please help if you can (since, as the saying goes, many 
hands make light work). Children especially are 
welcome to come and learn this beautiful tradition. 
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Passing from the morning of Lazarus Saturday, in the 
evening we will then transition into the second part of 
this two-day celebration by celebrating Festal Vespers 
with Lity for the feast of our Lord’s Entrance into 
Jerusalem (5:30p). One of the special themes of this 
service is how it is the grace of the Holy Spirit that 
brings us together to celebrate the mystery of the Lord’s 
Pascha. As we will sing in one words of one sticheron 
that we will repeat a number of times: “The grace of the 
Holy Spirit today has assembled us. Taking up Your 
Cross we sing: ‘Blessed is He that comes in the Name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’”  
Why is this theme so prominent? The answer is 
historically interesting: In some places in ancient times, 
ascetics would leave their monasteries for the period of 
the Great Fast in order to struggle in a more solitary 
nature in the desert (in this way concealing their labors 
from their fellows). After that, they would then come 
together again to celebrate the Lord’s Pascha, beginning 
with the services for Palm Sunday.  
That is the history. But even though we don’t have this 
practice anymore, the Church has kept this hymn in the 
services, I think, as an important reminder: Knit 
together as the one Body of Christ, animated by God’s 
Holy Spirit, we are all here to support and encourage 
one another as we prepare to enter into Holy Week. 
After retiring from the temple after Vespers, in the 
morning we will re-convene in the temple for Festal 
Matins, which will be served at 8:45a. It is during this 
service that palms and pussy willows will be blessed and 
distributed. This service was particularly festive last year; 
it was also very well-attended. I pray that we maintain 
that same enthusiasm in keeping it again this year. 
Weather permitting, at the end of Matins we will, “like 
the children with the palms of victory,” carry our own 
branches in an outdoor procession around our temple, 
proclaiming “Hosanna” to our Vanquisher of Death. 
After the procession, the festal Divine Liturgy will 
commence immediately. Because of the festive nature of 
this day, not only oil and wine, but also fish, is allowed. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Mary Ann S., Andrew D., the residents of St Herman’s 

House, as well as those who serve them; our seminarian, 
Cole (Paul), and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of newly-
reposed Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); 
Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, and the parishioners of St 
Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Viktor 
& Dominik; Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Todd 
(friend of Cindy R.); Michael and Mary Grace 
(requested by Katie H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus 
(Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston 
(Elijah); Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Peter G. (for 
healing); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend of 
Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); 
Archpriest Jason; Deb (friend of Ruth B.); Subdeacon 
Nicholas (for healing); Elizabeth (for healing); 
Christine (friend of Michele S.); Mat. Barbara (for 
healing); Jade (for healing); James H. (for healing); 
Abby G. (for healing); John G. (cousin of Maryann S.); 
Ray (nephew of Linda and Evelyn); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew of Don P.); the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially 
those being killed in Syria), and Armenia; all those 
affected by the recent hurricanes and wildfires 
Birthdays this week: 4/8: Emily Schlotzer; 4/10: 
Leonard Heim IV; Benjamin Sherman 
Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam & Leah 
Catechumens: Dalton M., Scott S., Erin (Xenia) D., 
Joshua Peter T., Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; 
Landon (Peter) T.; Mark (Aurelius) T. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); 
Dorian Raphael 
Newly illumined: Elizabeth Irene C. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James 
C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie 
C.’s nephew) 
Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia 
M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend 
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-law); 
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of 
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Elaine (Adam C.’s cousin); Ruth 
(mother of Mat. Rachel T., a friend of the Therrien 
family); Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph C. (newly 
reposed); Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); Archpriest Paul 
H.; Luke (from Ruth B.); Ronald (Leah W.’s uncle) 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Audrey Schwartz (4/6); 
Maria Scherbak (4/6); Dennis Darrah (4/8); Helen 
Bacso (4/9) 


