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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, March 30, 2025 
Sunday, March 30 Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast: St John of the Ladder 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Making of Catechumen & Liturgy || Teen Group 
Tuesday, April 1 6:30p Choir Practice || 7:30p Catechism Class (online) 

Wednesday, April 2 4p Confession || 6p Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
Thursday, April 3 The Thursday of the Great Canon 
 7:30a Matins with the Great Canon & the Life of St Mary of Egypt || 10:30a Confession 
Friday, April 4 9a Presanctified Liturgy || 10:30a Confession || 4p Confession || 6p Akathist Hymn 
Saturday, April 5 The Saturday of the Akathist Hymn 
 9a Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom || 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, April 6 Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast: St Mary of Egypt 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy of St Basil the Great 
 5p Unction (served at Holy Trinity in Parma and St Nicholas in Mogadore) 

  
ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

FOR MARCH 23, 2025 
Attendance: 172 (118 adults + 54 children); Operating: 
$4,427; Capital Maintenance: $75; Holy Day: $25; 
Diocesan Dues: $533.85; Candles: $96; Uganda: $69; 
Parish Charities: $90; Alms: $360; Cleveland Deanery: 
$15; Seminary: $190; Flowers: $188; New lawnmower: 
$1000 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

On the Fifth Week of the Great Fast 
Having been strengthened by our veneration of the holy 
Cross of our Lord this past week, by God’s grace this 
coming Monday we begin the fifth week of the Great 
Fast. This week is particular is very busy in the Church: 
On Thursday, it is appointed to chant the entire Great 
Canon of St Andrew of Crete at Thursday Matins, 
during which we make more than 200 prostrations. In 
most parish churches, this service is done on Wednesday 

evening after (or usually in place of) the Presanctified 
Liturgy. Then, the Presanctified Liturgy is appointed to 
be served again on Thursday so that, after the rigors of 
the Canon and its many prostrations, we may be 
consoled and strengthened by receiving the holy Gifts. 
And then, this coming Saturday, we celebrate the most 
joyous day of the Forty Days: Akathist Saturday, on 
which we sing the beautiful Akathist Hymn in honor of 
the most holy Theotokos. 
Next year, I plan to phase in a fuller celebration of these 
occasions. This year, however, we will once again 
observe an abbreviated order. Here is what we will do: 
On Wednesday evening, the Presanctified Liturgy will 
be served at 6p (as we have been doing every 
Wednesday). But there will be two changes. First: 
Because the Canon is served this week, the Psalter 
readings are apportioned differently in the services. For 
that reason, we will not chant the 18th Kathisma during 
the Presanctified as we usually do. Instead, we will sing 
the 7th Kathisma. Second: In preparation for the Great 
Canon, the Church appoints that we sing special stichera 
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(hymns) during “O Lord, I call…” at this service. These 
are particularly beautiful hymns of repentance. Most of 
them are said in the first person as a way of preparing us 
for the extensive self-examination of our souls that we 
will do on Thursday morning during the Great Canon. 
So please come and plan to pay especially close attention 
to them as they are sung. 
Then, on Thursday morning, we will serve daily Matins 
at 7:30a. During this service, instead of singing the full 
Great Canon (as appointed), we will observe an 
abridged order: We will chant only the one-quarter of 
the Canon that we omitted from our celebrations during 
Clean Week. During this service, we will also read Life 
of St Mary of Egypt. To note: The service will be on the 
lengthier side. But as I’ve said before, God knows the 
heart. So, if you can only come for part of a service, it is 
better to spend whatever time you can in prayer, and 
then to leave the temple quietly when you must. Also, 
for those participating in the service, please note that, 
on account of the labors involved in it, there is a 
relaxation for the Fast on this day for oil and wine. 
Moving ahead closer to the weekend: In preparation for 
Akathist Saturday, Friday will be a full day: In the 
morning, we will begin with the Presanctified Liturgy, 
which will be served at 9a. Then, at 6p in the evening, 
we will serve the Akathist Hymn with Small Compline. 
Last year, attendance at this service was on the light 
side. Really, it must be said: If you don’t participate in 
this service, you are missing a truly joyous celebration. 
The services of Akathist Saturday will finally conclude 
on Saturday morning: Divine Liturgy will be served at 
9a. Thereafter, there will be a workshop for the children 
to make Lazarus buns. 
In short, again: It is a packed week. But as always: If you 
cannot be here for everything, be here for at least 
something. Especially if you have not been coming to 
week-day services regularly, please note: At this point, 
we are two-thirds through the Fast. So, the 
opportunities to participate in the wonderful services of 
this season will soon be over. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Mary Ann S., Andrew D., the residents of St Herman’s 

House, as well as those who serve them; our seminarian, 
Cole (Paul), and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of newly-
reposed Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); 
Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, and the parishioners of St 
Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Viktor 
& Dominik; Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Todd 
(friend of Cindy R.); Michael and Mary Grace 
(requested by Katie H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus 
(Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston 
(Elijah); Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Peter G. (for 
healing); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend of 
Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); 
Archpriest Jason; Deb (friend of Ruth B.); Subdeacon 
Nicholas (for healing); Elizabeth (for healing); 
Christine (friend of Michele S.); Mat. Barbara (for 
healing); Jade (for healing); James H. (for healing); 
Abby G. (for healing); John G. (cousin of Maryann S.); 
Ray (nephew of Linda and Evelyn); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the 
Middle East (especially those being killed in Syria), and 
Armenia; all those affected by the recent hurricanes and 
wildfires 
Birthdays this week: 3/30: Diane Kochan, Sharon 
Georges; 4/1: Mikayla Janek, Olivia Butterfield; 4/4: 
Lucia Bagley 

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick 
Catechumens: Dalton M., Scott S., Erin (Xenia) D., 
Joshua Peter T., Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; 
Landon (Peter) T. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); 
Dorian Raphael 

Newly illumined: Elizabeth Irene C. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James 
C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie 
C.’s nephew) 
Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia 
M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend 
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-law); 
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of 
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Elaine (Adam C.’s cousin); Ruth 
(mother of Mat. Rachel T., a friend of the Therrien 
family); Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph C. (newly 
reposed); Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); Archpriest Paul 
H.; Luke (from Ruth B.) 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Betty Sapp (3/30); Jerry 
Lukes (3/31); Eve Schlotzer (3/31); Pan Theophylactos 
(4/4) 


