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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, March 23, 2025 
Sunday, March 23 Third Sunday of the Great Fast: The Veneration of the Precious Cross 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Liturgy of St Basil || 5p Akathist & Potluck Meal 

Monday, March 24 4p Confession || 6p Great Compline 

Tuesday, March 25 The Annunciation of our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary 
 9a Festal Matins || 10:30a Confession || 5:30p Vesperal Liturgy 

Wednesday, March 26 Leave-taking of the Annunciation 
 (NO MATINS at 9am) || 10:30a Confession || 4p Confession || 6p Presanctified Liturgy 

Friday, March 28 9a Matins with Final Veneration & Removal of the Cross 

Saturday, March 29 10a Visit to St Sergius in Parma (Divine Liturgy at 10a; ca. noon for visitation to relics, etc.) 
 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday, March 30 Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast: St John of the Ladder 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Making of Catechumen & Liturgy || TBA Teen Group 

 
ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

FOR MARCH 16, 2025 
Attendance: 127 (73 adults + 54 children); Operating: 
$2,855; Holy Day: $75; Diocesan Dues: $190; Candles: 
$101; Uganda: $79; Parish Charities: $90; Alms: $207; 
Cleveland Deanery: $20 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

“Pray, you that are preparing for illumination”: 
A Catechesis on the Litany for Those to be Illumined 

Beginning at Wednesday’s Presanctified Liturgy this 
week, we start to include the litany for “those who will be 
illumined” (in Greek: photizomeni—i.e., those who are 
making their final preparations for their full reception into 
the Church by the mystery of holy baptism). Why is this? 

The long story short is this: In the practice of the Great 
Church (i.e., the cathedral church of Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople, where many of our rites developed), the 
forty days of the Great Fast was a special period of 
preparation for those who wanted to join the Church. In 

the practice of the Great Church, there were actually two 
main days during this period for receiving new Christians. 
First, reception could take place on Lazarus Saturday. In 
that case, the service of baptism was done before the 
Divine Liturgy, which then began immediately afterwards 
in the usual way (save only for the use of special antiphons 
for the day). Second, reception could take place on Holy 
Saturday. In this case, those wishing to join the Church 
were baptized during the fifteen readings of the Holy 
Saturday Vesperal Liturgy; then, while the chanters sang 
from Psalm 31, they were led into the cathedral after the 
service of baptism was completed. (In those days, baptism 
was done in a separate building—not the church itself.)  

As they prepared for reception on one of these days, 
catechumens passed through a number of milestones along 
this way. One of these took place after the Third Sunday 
of the Fast. What happened was this: During the Divine 
Liturgy on this Sunday, after the Trisagion but before the 
Prokeimenon, the following proclamation was made: “ … 
O beloved brothers of Christ: If you have someone who is 
going to approach Holy Baptism, knowing that the 
resurrection of Christ is near, bring him from tomorrow to 
our most holy church, so that he may receive the seal of 
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Christ, [i.e., the cross]… for those who would care to be 
brought after this week, know well that, … , unless there 
is an obvious necessity, we do not tolerate their admission.” 
The Monday after the Third Sunday marked, in other 
words, the final day that a person could ask to be added to 
the list of those who would be brought into the Church in 
time for Pascha—a process that was marked liturgically by 
a special rite of signing the cross over the person. 

Such was the ritual of the Great Church. Of course, it 
should be said: The rite of the Great Church was fairly 
unique. As far as we know, in fact, besides the Great 
Church itself, only one other church used its rites: The 
cathedral church of the city of Thessalonika. Besides those 
two, other churches in the Greek Christian East, including 
both cathedrals as well as smaller churches (what we would 
call parishes today) seemed to have used a modified form 
of a more monastic rite (the reason being, I think, that it 
was easier to serve since it required far fewer personnel to 
execute and far less preparation). But still, as with many 
things, the influence of the rite of the Great Church 
continues to be felt even now in the prayers and litanies 
that we still use, such as the inclusion of this litany “for 
those to be illumined” starting this Wednesday. 

And so, even though in our own parish we will not receive 
anyone on either Lazarus Saturday or Holy Saturday, I 
offer this catechesis today as a reminder: Just as in our 
current practice we pray for all catechumens at the Liturgy 
(and not only for those at our parish), so too we will start 
praying for all those who will be brought into the Church 
this week. In your own personal prayers too, then, I would 
ask everyone to be diligent to keep in your hearts all of 
those who will soon be illumined in Christ’s holy Church, 
being especially mindful of the final struggles that they will 
face as they make ready to put on our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
UPCOMING SERVICES 

Saturday, March 29: A Visit to the Relics at 
St Sergius Church in Parma 

As a reminder: There will be an outing to St Sergius in 
Parma this Saturday. Divine Liturgy will be served at 10a 
for those who wish to attend it. Thereafter, we will have a 
chance to visit the temple and see the relics of its many 
saints around noon or so. We will end with a brief service 
to St John of Shanghai. If you would like to come to this, 
please tell me whether you will come for Liturgy, or 
whether you will come later after the Liturgy. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 

email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Mary Ann S., Andrew D., the residents of St Herman’s 
House, as well as those who serve them; our seminarian, 
Cole (Paul), and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of newly-
reposed Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest 
Jan, Mat. Jana, and the parishioners of St Theodosius 
Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Viktor & Dominik; 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Todd (friend of Cindy R.); 
Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie H.); Julia, 
Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur 
(Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); 
Peter G. (for healing); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily 
(friend of Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); 
Archpriest Jason; Deb (friend of Ruth B.); Subdeacon 
Nicholas (for healing); Elizabeth (for healing); Christine 
(friend of Michele S.); Mat. Barbara (for healing); Jade 
(for healing); James H. (for healing); Abby G. (for 
healing); John G. (cousin of Maryann S.); Ray (nephew of 
Linda and Evelyn); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.) 

the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East 
(especially those being killed in Syria), and Armenia; all 
those affected by the recent hurricanes and wildfires 

Birthdays this week: 3/25: Alice Hadzinsky, Timothy 
Schlotzer; 3/26: Scott Carlson; 3/27: Julian Rosca 

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick 

Catechumens: Dalton M., Scott S., Erin (Xenia) D., 
Joshua Peter T., Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; 
Landon (Peter) T. 

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian 
Raphael 

Newly illumined: Elizabeth Irene C. 

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia 
M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend 
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-law); 
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of 
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Elaine (Adam C.’s cousin); Ruth 
(mother of Mat. Rachel T., a friend of the Therrien 
family); Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph C. (newly 
reposed); Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); Archpriest Paul 
H.; Luke (from Ruth B.) 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Tamara Radziej (3/28) 


