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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, March 16, 2025 
Sunday, March 16 Second Sunday of the Great Fast: The Commemoration of St Gregory Palamas 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Making of a Catechumen & Liturgy of St Basil 
 During Coffee Hour: Church Etiquette Workshop (in the temple) 

Tuesday, March 18 6:30p Choir Practice || 7:30p Catechism Class (online) 

Wednesday, Mar. 19 9a Matins || 10:30a Confession || 4p Confession || 6p Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 

Thursday, March 20 6:30p Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday, March 22 Memorial Saturday 
 1–3p Youth Group || 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 

Sunday, March 23 Third Sunday of the Great Fast: The Veneration of the Precious Cross 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Liturgy of St Basil || 5p Akathist & Meal 

  
ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

FOR MARCH 9, 2025 
Attendance: 155 (113 adults + 42 children); Operating: 
$3,879; Capital Maintenance: $25; Diocesan Dues: 
$519; Candles: $135; Uganda: $85; Parish Charities: 
$25; Alms: $280 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

On the Image of God 

Last week we celebrated the restoration of physical icons 
(images) in the Churches. This was truly a monumental event 
in the life of the Church. At the same time, it is important to 
remember: Within the Church’s theology as expressed in her 
fathers, the theology of the image goes beyond the physical 
images that we celebrated last week. Here, then, are some 
comments from the fathers on these other kinds of images: 

“‘The image of God’ is his Word … ; and an image of the 
Word is the true man, that is, the mind in man, who on 
this account is said to have been created ‘in the image’ of 
God and ‘in his likeness,’ because through his 
understanding heart he is made like the divine Word or 
Reason, and so rational” (Clement of Alexandria). 

“All men are made in God’s image; but to be in his likeness 
is granted only to those who through great love have 
brought their own freedom into subjection to God. For 
only when we do not belong to ourselves do we become 
like him who through love has reconciled us to himself. No 
one achieves this unless he persuades his soul not to be 
distracted by the false glitter of this life” (St Diadochus of 
Photice). 

“‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.’ We 
possess the one by creation; we acquire the other by free 
will. In the first structure it is given us to be born in the 
image of God; by free will there is formed in us the begin 
in the likeness of God. … ‘Let us make man in our image’: 
Let him possesses by creation what is in the image, but let 
him also become according to the likeness. God has given 
the power for this. If he had created you also in the 
likeness, where would your privilege be? Why have you 
been crowned? And if the Creator had given you 
everything, how would the kingdom of heaven have 
opened to you? But it is proper that one part is given you, 
while the other has been left incomplete: This is so that you 
might complete it yourself and might be worthy of the 
reward which comes from God" (St Gregory of Nyssa). 
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UPCOMING SERVICES 
NEXT SUNDAY: Deanery Service (Hosted Here) 

Next Sunday evening (March 23) our parish will host a 
mission service for the Cleveland Deanery. We are going 
to serve the Akathist to the Cross. Afterwards, we will have 
a meal. Please plan to come and to bring something to 
share as a way of offering hospitality to our guests. There 
is a sign-up sheet posted in the foyer. Please see Joelle 
Smith or me with any questions that you might have. 

 
Saturday, March 29: A Visit to the Relics at 

St Sergius Church in Parma 

On the evening before Bruno’s funeral, in talking about the 
Last Kiss, I had a very interesting conversation with some 
of our parishioners about the way that we treat the body of 
a departed Christian in the Orthodox Church. Why do we 
treat the body as we do? Above all, we do this because we 
believe that what we say about the Eucharist is true: We 
receive the life-creating Mysteries, and we believe that 
These actually do change us. And so, we treat the body of 
a person who has received Them accordingly: As an object 
of respect and veneration—in short, as something sanctified 
(i.e., as something that has been made holy). 

Eventually, this initial question segued into a broader 
discussion about sacred relics. By God’s grace, in our local 
area we have the special gift of having a number of 
churches with relics of the holy ones. But the most 
prominent of these is St Sergius in Parma. 

As a kind of small pilgrimage, then, I have received a 
blessing from St Sergius’ rector, Fr Ilia, and from our own 
Archbishop Daniel to have a visit to St Sergius on 
Saturday, March 29. Being a memorial Saturday, for those 
who wish to attend, Divine Liturgy will be served at 10a. 
Liturgy will end around noon. Thereafter, we will visit the 
relics and eventually finishing by serving a brief Moleben 
(prayer service) to St John of Shanghai. 

If you would like to come to this, please email me to tell 
me whether you will come for Liturgy, or whether you will 
come later around noon: If people come for Liturgy, then 
I will work with Fr Dn Matthew Kaminsky (a former 
parishioner of ours who now serves there) so that we can 
figure out a plan for a meal. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Mary Ann S., Andrew D., the residents of St Herman’s 
House, as well as those who serve them; our seminarian, 
Cole (Paul), and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of newly-
reposed Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest 
Jan, Mat. Jana, and the parishioners of St Theodosius 
Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Viktor & Dominik; 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Todd (friend of Cindy R.); 
Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie H.); Julia, 
Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar (Andrew), Arthur 
(Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); 
Peter G. (for healing); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily 
(friend of Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); 
Archpriest Jason; Deb (friend of Ruth B.); Subdeacon 
Nicholas (for healing); Elizabeth (for healing); Christine 
(friend of Michele S.); Mat. Barbara (for healing); Jade 
(for healing); James H. (for healing); Abby G. (for 
healing); John G. (cousin of Maryann S.); Ray (nephew of 
Linda and Evelyn); the suffering Christians of Ukraine, 
the Middle East (especially those being killed in Syria), 
and Armenia; all those affected by the recent hurricanes 
and wildfires 

Birthdays this week: 3/16: Bobby Wick, Naomi Sherman; 
3/18: Rebecca Hoffacker; 3/22: James Pahoulis 

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick 

Catechumens: Dalton M., Scott S., Erin (Xenia) D., 
Joshua Peter T., Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S. 

Infant: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya) 

Newly illumined: Charlotte Xenia H.; Alex (John) W.; 
Gianna S. (Debbie C.’s niece); Elizabeth Irene C. 

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia 
M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend 
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-law); 
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of 
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Elaine (Adam C.’s cousin); Ruth 
(mother of Mat. Rachel T., a friend of the Therrien 
family); Betty H. (James H.’s cousin); Joseph C. (newly 
reposed); Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); Archpriest Paul 
H. (newly reposed) 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Demetra (Mitsa) Alusheff 
(3/16), Pauline Demanski (3/16), Theodosia Nadack 
(3/17), Frank Fall (3/18), Nicholas “Nick” Cindric (3/19), 
Anna Hinckley (3/21) 

 


