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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, January 26, 2025

Sunday, Jan. 26 31st Sunday after Pentecost

9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy
During Coffee Hour: Stewardship Fair

Wednesday, Jan. 29  6p Great Vespers

Thursday, Jan. 30 The Three Holy Hierarchs
9a Divine Liturgy

Saturday, Feb. 1

Forefeast of the Meeting of our Lord

4:30p Confession || 5:30p Festal Vespers with Lity

Sunday, Feb. 2 Feast of the Meeting of our Lord

9a Sunday School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Candles
During Coffee Hour: Altar Server Workshop

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP
FOR JANUARY 19,2025

Attendance: 157 (135 adults + 22 children); Operating:
$3,400; Capital Maintenance: $50; Holy Day: $100;
Diocesan Dues: $573; Candles: $35; Uganda: $65;
Parish Charities: $85; IOCC: $20

“Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do good
works in this holy and all-venerable temple . . . ”
(from the final petition of the Augmented Litany)

WEEKLY CATECHESIS

A Short Word about St Vladimir of Kyiv,
'The First Bishop-Martyr of the Bolsheviks

Every day in the Church, we commemorate numerous
saints who have shone forth throughout the centuries.
Among the saints that we commemorated this past
week, on January 25 we celebrated one contemporary
saint who is especially important, but who is perhaps not
as well-known as some other contemporary saints: St
Vladimir of Kyiv.

Having been raised in a pious household, the young
Vladimir was later married and ordained a priest.
Tragically, however, the young Fr Vladimir eventually
lost not only his wife, but also his child. In his grief, Fr
Vladimir embraced the monastic life. Because of his
gifts and his reputation, he was eventually selected for
the episcopal office, being ordained to that rank in 1888.

Thereafter, he served in a number of dioceses—
becoming well-known in each for his dedicated service
and compassion to others, especially in regard to the
poor and the needy. Eventually, in 1917, he was
appointed the Metropolitan of Kyiv and Galicia, the
most important episcopal see in Ukraine. St Vladimir
was thus serving in that capacity when the Russian
Revolution began in October.

Metropolitan Vladimir became well known for his
opposition to the Bolsheviks and their godless ideology.
And so, in January 1918, when the Revolution came
from Russia to the city of Kyiv in Ukraine, he was
targeted for elimination. Metropolitan Vladimir was
warned that his life was in danger. But he refused to flee,
lest he abandon his flock. And so, on January 25, he was



arrested by the Bolsheviks at the Kyiv Caves Lavra, and
he was killed soon thereafter. But just like the first
priest-martyr killed by the godless, our own St John of
Chicago, so too with St Vladimir: His death,
ignominious though it was in the eyes of the world,
quickly became in the Church and in the eyes of
believers a symbol of the resilience of the faith against
those who opposed it. And so, each year we keep the
teast of this great saint as we keep the feast of every
martyr: As a day of triumph, as a small celebration of
our Lord’s triumphant Pascha from death to life.

By the prayers of the holy hieromartyr St Vladimir of
Kyiv, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, take pity on us and

save us. Amen.

UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

THIS SUNDAY: Sanctity of Life Sunday

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon, the Primate (first
bishop) of our Church, has designated this Sunday,
January 26, as ‘Sanctity of Life’ Sunday in connection
with the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision (which
was handed down on January 22, 1973).

As is customary, His Beatitude has released a brief letter
to mark this Sunday: https://tinyurl.com/2c¢27xkkp. In
it, he draws attention to how the Church’s fundamental
proclamation about the dignity of human life stems
from her teaching about martyrdom. I encourage
everyone to read it this week.

To mark the Sunday, during the Divine Liturgy I will
include several extra petitions during the Augmented
Litany. I will also read a special prayer after the Ambon
Prayer towards the end of the Liturgy.

Thinking about our own local ministry, I am very
grateful to all the work that has been done to assist ZOE
for Life in its work over the past year, especially the
bottle drive that the Church School did during the
Great Fast last year, and the diaper drive that the entire
parish did during this past Nativity Fast. Both were very
successful. Having been involved in post-abortion
ministry when I was in college, it is hard for me to
overstate how vital it is to do everything that we can as
a parish to assist pregnant mothers in need.

To that end, On Sunday, February 9, Abrea has
arranged for a visit from a representative from ZOE for
Life. During coffee hour, she will talk about the mission
of ZOE, and about other ways that we might be able to
help with that mission. I encourage everyone to attend

and to prayerfully consider her presentation.

This Thursday: The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs

This coming Thursday, we celebrate the Feast of the
Three Holy Hierarchs: St Basil the Great, St Gregory
the Theologian, and St John Chrysostom.

As we know, these three men were pillars of the Church
in the fourth century—both because of their ways of life,
and also because of how they spoke the word of truth in
the midst of the many theological errors of that time.

Given that each of these saints has his own feast day, it
might be asked: Why do we have a special day to
celebrate all of them together? The reason is interesting:
In the eleventh century, a dispute arose concerning
which of the three of these saints was the greatest. The
dispute actually became quite bitter and even divisive.
And so, to settle it amicably, the Church appointed that,
from that time on, in addition to the feast day kept for
each of them, all three would be celebrated together on
January 30 in order to emphasize their equal greatness.

To commemorate these pillars of Orthodox teaching,
we will serve Great Vespers on Wednesday evening at
6p, and the Divine Liturgy on Thursday morning at 9a.

Please note: For this feast, we will have guests with us:
Fr Peter and Matushka Sophie Ries. As many of you
will remember, Fr Peter served the liturgy with us last
year (right around this time) while he was a deacon. To
welcome him back now as a priest, I have asked him to
serve Vespers on Wednesday evening as well as the
Divine Liturgy on Thursday morning. So, if you can,
please come to the divine services not only to honor the
saints, but also to make sure that we give Fr Peter and
Matushka Sophie a warm welcome back to our parish.

NEXT SUNDAY: Blessing of Candles

This year, the Feast of the Lord’s Encounter, February
2, falls on Sunday. As is customary for this feast (being,
as it is, the culmination of the Feast of Lights that began
with Christmas), candles will be blessed at the
conclusion of Liturgy on this day. So, if you wish to have
candles blessed for your use at home, please bring them
to church and place them on the table that will be set up
near the icon of the feast.




NEXT SUNDAY: Server Workshop after Liturgy
On Sunday, February 2, I will hold a brief workshop

with altar servers. This will take place during coffee
hour. All current altar servers, as well as any men or boys
who might wish to serve, should attend.

Sunday, February 9: Swearing-In of Parish Council

The swearing-in of the 2025 parish council will take
place at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on
February 9.

Sunday, February 23: Meeting with All Catechumens

Before the beginning of the Great Fast, I want to meet
with all of our catechumens together. This meeting will
take place on Sunday, February 23, during coffee hour.
So, if you are a catechumen (catechumens’ sponsors are
also welcome), please plan to stay for coffee hour on this
day. I will gather you all after I have finished consuming
the holy Gifts and cleaning the altar.

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

House Blessings Continue

This past week, I completed another round of house
blessings. Thank you to everyone who has welcomed me
into your home not only to bless it, but also to enjoy your
tellowship and company.

As a final reminder: At this point, I have attempted to
get in touch with everyone who signed up for a blessing,
but I have not heard back from everyone. So, if you
would still like your home to be blessed, but if you have
not set up a day and time, please be in touch with me.

Flower Ministry for the New Year

With the beginning of the New Year, we are restarting
the sign-up for the flowers. Those interested in bringing
flowers (two bouquets) to beautify our temple can sign-
up for a slot here: https://tinyurl.com/yc7fjubu. You can
also go to our website: Click on the “Parish Resources”
tab, then scroll down to “Flower ministry.” Thank you!

PARISH PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer at

the moment, please email me so that I might add the person
to the prayer list.

Perry Capitan, Sarah Crivella, David Campbell
(Debbie Clements’ brother), Mary Ann Sheranko,
Andrew Dzura, the residents of St Herman’s House, as
well as those who serve them; our seminarian, Cole
(Paul) Schlafer, and his family members: Sarah, Simon,
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac Bagley; Julian Rosca; Janice
(Laurie Alexander’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna
Kozikov, wife of newly-reposed Boris); Michael (cousin
of Anna Kozikov); Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, and
the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe Dzura
(Andy Dzura’s brother); Viktor & Dominik Povozhaev;,
Vincent (Thomas Alexander’s father); Todd Parish
(friend of Cindy Renda); Elaine (Adam Chongris’
cousin); Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie
Horabik); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah);
Ludmila (Anna Kozikov's aunt); Peter Georges; the
suffering Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East, and
Armenia; all those affected by the recent hurricanes and

wildfires

Birthdays this week: 1/26: Kaite D’Fantis (Alexander);
1/29: Simon Schlafer; 2/1: Alexander Schelkanov

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick

Catechumens: Dalton Moses, Scott Salzgeber, Erin
(Xenia) Dull, Joshua Peter Ticel, Christina Rausch,
Connor (Joseph) Stumperth

Infants Awaiting Holy Illumination: Michael Roman
(son of Brian & Katya); Elizabeth Irene (daughter of T]

{7 Jessica)

Newly illumined: Charlotte Xenia; Alex (John) Wittie;
Gianna Szendrey (Debbie Clements’ niece)

Serving in the military: Kenneth Hockenberry; Patrick
Miller; James Chongris; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father),
James Spoerl (Debbie Clements’ nephew)

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna Kozikov); Dennis
(newly reposed brother of Claudia Moore); Joella
(LuAnn Dzura’s daughter); Gail (friend of Maureen
Medakovich); Valentina (Anna Kosikov’s sister-in-
law); Bruno Christani

Anniversary of Repose: Julia Nazarak (1/26), Mary
Christani (1/27)



