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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, January 19, 2025 
Sunday, January 19 30th Sunday after Pentecost 
 9a Sunday School || 9:05a Hours || 9:30a Baptism & Divine Liturgy 

During the Week: Home Blessings Continue… 
Saturday, January 25 4p Catechism Class || 5:30p Great Vespers (Confession available after Vespers) 
Sunday, January 26 31st Sunday after Pentecost 
 9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
 During Coffee Hour: Stewardship Fair 

 

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP  
FOR JANUARY 12, 2025 

Attendance: 133; Operating: $2,330; Capital 
Maintenance: $115; Holy Day: $100; Diocesan Dues: 
$935.70; Candles: $112; Uganda: $65; Parish 
Charities: $57; IOCC: $20 

“Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do good 
works in this holy and all-venerable temple . . . ”  

(from the final petition of the Augmented Litany) 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 
The Value of Short Prayers 

In my sermon this week I will talk about monologic prayers 
(i.e., single phrase prayers). Providentially, this Sunday we 
commemorate an important saint in the ascetic tradition, St 
Macarius the Great, who left us teaching on this practice. I 
offer his words today as a very brief catechesis on prayer: 
Abba Macarius was asked, ‘How should one pray?’ The 
old man said, ‘There is no need at all to make long 
discourses; it is enough to stretch out one’s hands and 
say, “Lord, as you will, and as you know, have mercy.” 
And if the conflict grows fiercer say, “Lord, help!” He 
knows very well what we need and he shows us his 
mercy.’ 

UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
NEXT SUNDAY: Stewardship Fair 

Next Sunday, we are going to have a stewardship fair 
after Divine Liturgy. This will be very similar to the 
event that the parish had during its Fiftieth-Year 
celebration. The main point of it is to give those who 
may not know an idea of the ministries that take place 
at St Nicholas, and also to invite new people to 
participate in those ministries (since we all bear 
responsibility for the upbuilding of the body of Christ). 
As part of this, I want to meet with all relatively new 
parishioners during coffee hour on this day. So, if you 
have joined the parish since my arrival (or if you have 
only been a member here for a short time before it), 
please plan to stay at the end of the Divine Liturgy to 
meet as part of that group with me. 

 
Sunday, February 2: Blessing of Candles 

This year, the Feast of the Lord’s Encounter will occur 
on Sunday. Candles will be blessed at the conclusion of 
Liturgy on this day. If you wish to have candles blessed 
for your use, please bring them to church and place them 
on the table that will be set up near the icon of the feast. 

Parish Rector: Fr Mark !errien ! (216) 678-8181 ! fr.mark.therrien@gmail.com 
 
 
tel:216-678-8181 



 
Sunday, February 2: Server Workshop after Liturgy 

On Sunday, February 2, I want to hold a brief workshop 
with altar servers. This will take place during coffee 
hour. All current altar servers, as well as any men or boys 
who might wish to serve, should attend. 

 
Sunday, February 9: Swearing-In of Parish Council 

Because several members of the parish council will not 
be present on January 26, I am delaying the swearing-in 
of the parish until Sunday, February 9. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

A Note of Gratitude 
for Last Sunday’s Great Blessing at Lake Erie 

Last Sunday, the service of the Great Blessing that we 
had at the Lake was very beautiful and, for me 
personally, very moving. As I told participants there: 
While looking out at those miles and miles of icy water, 
what suddenly came to my mind was the image of the 
waters of creation from Genesis—and with that, the 
realization that, in sanctifying those waters, we were 
doing what God always willed for us to do: We were 
offering all of the creation that he has given us back to 
him in an act of gratitude. I want to express my own 
gratitude, then, to everyone who endured the frigid cold 
to participate. Thank you especially to Meredith for 
recommending the location, and to Chad for building 
the fire so that we could warm ourselves after the service.  

 
House Blessings in Progress 

I have now attempted to contact everyone who signed 
up for a house blessing. If you have not scheduled yours, 
please get in touch with me as soon as possible if you 
still wish for me to bless your home this year. 

 
Flower Ministry for the New Year 

With the beginning of the New Year, we are restarting 
the sign-up for the flowers. Those interested in bringing 
flowers (two bouquets) to beautify our temple can sign-
up for a slot here: https://tinyurl.com/yc7fjubu. You can 
also go to our website: Click on the “Parish Resources” 
tab, then scroll down to “Flower ministry.” Thank you! 

 
PARISH PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer at 
the moment, please email me so that I might add the person 
to the prayer list. 
Perry Capitan, Sarah Crivella, David Campbell 
(Debbie Clements’ brother), Mary Ann Sheranko, 
Andrew Dzura, the residents of St Herman’s House, as 
well as those who serve them; our seminarian, Cole 
(Paul) Schlafer, and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac Bagley; Julian Rosca; Janice 
(Laurie Alexander’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna 
Kozikov, wife of newly-reposed Boris); Michael (cousin 
of Anna Kozikov); Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, and 
the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe Dzura 
(Andy Dzura’s brother); Viktor & Dominik Povozhaev; 
Vincent (Thomas Alexander’s father); Todd Parish 
(friend of Cindy Renda); Elaine (Adam Chongris’ 
cousin); Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie 
Horabik); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar 
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); 
Maureen Medakovich; Bruno Christani; Ludmila 
(Anna Kozikov’s aunt); Peter Georges; the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East, and Armenia; 
all those affected by the recent hurricanes and wildfires 
Birthdays this week: 1/19: Miranda Oberhausen; 1/20: 
Emmeline Smith; 1/22: Mara Kucmanic; 1/23: Ron 
Ray 

Anniversaries this week: 1/23: Ron & Mary Ray 
Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick 
Catechumens: Dalton Moses, Scott Salzgeber, Erin 
(Xenia) Dull, Joshua Peter Ticel, Christina Rausch, 
Connor (Joseph) Stumperth 
Infants Awaiting Holy Illumination: Michael Roman 
(son of Brian & Katya); Elizabeth Irene (daughter of TJ 
& Jessica) 
Newly illumined: Charlotte Xenia; Alex (John) Wittie; 
Gianna Szendrey (Debbie Clements’ niece) 
Serving in the military: Kenneth Hockenberry; Patrick 
Miller; James Chongris; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), 
James Spoerl (Debbie Clements’ nephew) 
Departed: Boris (friend of Anna Kozikov); Dennis 
(newly reposed brother of Claudia Moore); Joella 
(LuAnn Dzura’s daughter); Gail (friend of Maureen 
Medakovich) 
Anniversary of Repose: Subdeacon Leonard Heim (1/22) 


