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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, January 12, 2025 
Sunday, January 12 29th Sunday after Pentecost, Sunday after Theophany of our Lord 
 9:05a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy; after Coffee Hour: Great Blessing of Water 
       (at Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park) 
Tuesday, January 14 The Apodosis (Leave-taking) of the Theophany of our Lord 
 6:30p Choir Practice 
Thursday, January 16 6:30p Parish Council Meeting (open to all to attend) 
Friday, January 17 The Commemoration of our Venerable Father, Anthony the Great 
 9a Divine Liturgy 
Saturday, January 18 4:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, January 19 30th Sunday after Pentecost 
 9a Sunday School || 9:05a Hours || 9:30a Baptism & Divine Liturgy 

 

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP  
FOR DECEMBER 15, 2024 

Operating: $2,590; ZOE: $10; Capital Maintenance: 
$145; Holy Day: $150; Diocesan Dues: $18; Candles: 
$118; Uganda: $230; Parish Charities: $125; Flowers: 
$10 

FOR DECEMBER 22, 2024 
Attendance: 166 (131 adults + 35 children); Operating: 
$5,520; Capital Maintenance: $260; Holy Day: $150; 
Diocesan Dues: $18; Candles: $78; Uganda: $15; 
Parish Charities: $255; Alms: $200 

FOR DECEMBER 24, 2024 (VESPERS AND LITURGY) 
Attendance: 35 

FOR DECEMBER 25, 2024 (NATIVITY) 
Attendance: 149 (118 adults + 31 children) 

FOR DECEMBER 26, 2024 (SYNAXIS) 
Attendance: 35 

FOR DECEMBER 29, 2024 
Attendance: 156 (118 adults + 38 children); Operating: 
$6,786; Capital Maintenance: $50; Holy Day: $725; 
Icons: $25; Diocesan Dues: $18; Candles: $133; 
Uganda: $295; Parish Charities: $225; IOCC: $5 

FOR JANUARY 5, 2025 
Attendance: 117 (89 adults + 28 children); Operating: 
$2,250; Capital Maintenance: $115; Holy Day: $25; 
Diocesan Dues: $752; Candles: $115; Uganda: $75; 
Parish Charities: $15; IOCC: $10 

“Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do 
good works in this holy and all-venerable temple . . . ” 

(from the final petition of the Augmented Litany) 

 

Parish Rector: Fr Mark !errien ! (216) 678-8181 ! fr.mark.therrien@gmail.com 
 
 
tel:216-678-8181 



 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

THIS SUNDAY: OUTDOOR  
GREAT BLESSING OF WATERS 

God willing, this Sunday we will perform a second 
service of the Great Blessing of Waters. As is customary 
for many Orthodox Churches, this second blessing will 
take place outdoors (this tradition goes back in some 
places at least as far as the sixth century). We will do this 
service at Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park, which gives 
us immediate access to Lake Erie. (Please note: There is 
no restroom available at the park right now.) 
Here is the outline of how what we will do: After Divine 
Liturgy, we will have a coffee hour (as usual). During 
this time, I will clean the holy vessels and make sure that 
no particles of the holy Eucharist remain on the 
antimens (the antimens is the cloth that stays on the altar; 
it bears the name of the diocesan bishop and is necessary 
to celebrate the Divine Liturgy). After that, I will unvest 
and come to have a quick cup of coffee. Then, when 
everything is prepared, I will make the announcement 
that, for all who wish to go, it is time to leave. At that 
point, we will drive over to the park to do the service. 
Having visited the Lake this past week to plan our set-
up, I must admit: I felt a certain sense of dread when I 
felt how cold it was to be there at the lake with the wind 
blowing at me. It made me wonder: Why do so many 
places have the custom of having this second outdoor 
blessing, even when it is freezing cold?  
Of course, the answer is fairly obvious. To use our local 
example: Lake Erie provides the drinking for over 11 
million people in our area. It also is the source of water 
for innumerable lakes, ponds, rivers, etc. which provide, 
in turn, both food and opportunities for recreation for 
us. And then, it also provides the water for the power 
plant, which gives us the energy that we need to heat our 
homes in the midst of the bitter winter weather. 
The list could go on and on. But the big point is this: In 
blessing those cold, icy waters, God will also be blessing 
everything that those waters will be used for. In other 
words, in blessing those waters, God will bless and 
sanctify innumerable people, animals, places, and 
objects—not only in our own area, but also those that 
are even hundreds of miles away (since the waters of the 
lake eventually drain out to the Atlantic Ocean). 
So, Is it going to be cold? Yes. And so, if you come to 
the blessing, dress very warmly. But weather 
notwithstanding, I hope that, if you can endure the cold, 

you will consider coming to this important service 
wherein the blessing of God will be made available to so 
many both in our area and beyond it. 

 
UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
This Friday: Commemoration of St Anthony 

This Friday, January 17, we commemorate a saint whom 
I especially love: St Anthony the Great.  
I wrote some brief remarks about St Anthony in the 
bulletin last year. If you are interested in revisiting those, 
they are found here: https://tinyurl.com/4ec5npnm. 
You can also read about his life on the OCA website 
(just click on ‘View All of Today’s Saints,” and choose 
the saints for January 17). 
To honor St Anthony, we will have Divine Liturgy this 
Friday morning at 9a. Also, because of his importance 
in the life of the Church, the fast is relaxed this Friday: 
We are allowed to partake of oil, wine, and fish. 

 
Next Sunday: The Baptism of Elizabeth Irene 

God willing, next Sunday we will celebrate the baptism 
of Elizabeth Irene. As such, the divine services will 
begin at an earlier time: The Hours will begin at 9:05, 
and the Baptism will follow immediately (around 9:30). 
Finally, the Divine Liturgy will commence right after 
the baptism is finished.  
This week, please pray for Elizabeth. Please also pray for 
her sponsors, Ted and Megan, as they prepare on her 
behalf for her reception into the holy Church. 

 
Sunday, January 26: Stewardship Fair 

On Sunday, January 26, we are going to have a 
stewardship fair after the Sunday Divine Liturgy. This 
will be very similar to the event that the parish had 
during its Fiftieth-Year celebration. The main point of 
it is to give those who may not know an idea of the 
ministries that take place at St Nicholas, and also to 
invite new people to participate in those ministries. 
As part of this, I want to meet with all relatively new 
parishioners during coffee hour on this day. So, if you 
have joined the parish since my arrival (or if you have 
only been a member here for a short time before it), 
please plan to stay at the end of the Divine Liturgy to 
meet as part of that group with me. 



 
Sunday, January 26: Swearing-In of Parish Council 

In connection with the other parish-related events 
happening on January 26, I have decided that this would 
also be a good day to swear in our parish council for 
2025. This will take place at the end of Divine Liturgy. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

House Blessings in Progress: 
Responses Requested for Scheduling 

This past week, I have started to schedule house 
blessings. Thank you to all of those who responded to 
my inquiries. If you did not respond to me (especially 
after a few attempts), please do so as soon as you can if 
you still wish for your home to be blessed this year. 

 
This Sunday: Last Day for ZOE Diaper Collection 

This Sunday is the last Sunday that diapers will be 
collected for ZOE. Thank you to all of those who have 
contributed so far. 

 
BULLETIN DEADLINE: THURSDAY 

In the spirit of the New Year, I am trying to find some 
ways of making parish processes more efficient. As one 
of those, I am instituting a deadline for the bulletin: 
If you have an announcement that you want to be in the 
bulletin, please send it to me no later than Thursday at 
noon for publication in the next bulletin. Please always 
email your request to me, even if you have already asked 
me about it in person. Finally, please include the 
following in your email header so that I can keep track 
of requests: “Bulletin Announcement for Sunday.”  

 
Flower Ministry for the New Year 

With the beginning of the New Year, we are restarting 
the sign-up for the flowers. Those interested in bringing 
flowers (two bouquets) to beautify our temple can sign-
up for a slot here: https://tinyurl.com/yc7fjubu.  
You can also go to our website: Click on the “Parish 
Resources” tab, and then scroll down to “Flower 
ministry.” Thank you! 

 

 
PARISH PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer at 
the moment, please email me so that I might add the person 
to the prayer list. 
Perry Capitan, Sarah Crivella, David Campbell 
(Debbie Clements’ brother), Mary Ann Sheranko, 
Andrew Dzura, the residents of St Herman’s House, as 
well as those who serve them; our seminarian, Cole 
(Paul) Schlafer, and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac Bagley; Julian Rosca; Janice 
(Laurie Alexander’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna 
Kozikov, wife of newly-reposed Boris); Michael (cousin 
of Anna Kozikov); Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, and 
the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe Dzura 
(Andy Dzura’s brother); Viktor & Dominik Povozhaev; 
Vincent (Thomas Alexander’s father); Todd Parish 
(friend of Cindy Renda); Elaine (Adam Chongris’ 
cousin); Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie 
Horabik); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar 
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); 
Maureen Medakovich; Bruno Christani; the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East, and Armenia; 
all those affected by the recent hurricanes and wildfires 
Birthdays this week: 1/12: Iryna Gorbatenko; 1/13: 
Archpriest Andrew Clements, Valeriya Bailey; 1/16: 
Grace Walker; 1/17: Stephen Hoffacker 
Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick 
Catechumens: Dalton Moses, Scott Salzgeber, Erin 
(Xenia) Dull, Joshua Peter Ticel, Christina Rausch, 
Connor (Joseph) Stumperth 
Infants Awaiting Holy Illumination: Michael Roman 
(son of Brian & Katya); Elizabeth Irene (daughter of TJ 
& Jessica) 
Newly illumined: Charlotte Xenia; Alex (John) Wittie; 
Gianna Szendrey (Debbie Clements’ niece) 
Serving in the military: Kenneth Hockenberry; Patrick 
Miller; James Chongris; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), 
James Spoerl (Debbie Clements’ nephew) 
Departed: Boris (friend of Anna Kozikov); Dennis 
(newly reposed brother of Claudia Moore); Joella 
(LuAnn Dzura’s daughter); Gail (friend of Maureen 
Medakovich) 
Anniversaries of Repose: Sophia Turner (1/16), Robert 
Schwartz (1/16), Catherine Oleff (1/18) 

 


