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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, September 15, 2024 
Sunday, Sept. 15 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Sunday after the Exaltation 
 9a Church School || 9:40a Third & Sixth Hours, Divine Liturgy (NB: schedule change) 
 3p “A Song of Victory”: Benefit Concert for St Theodosius (at Holy Trinity in Parma) 
Tuesday, Sept. 17 9a Akathist to the Theotokos, Nurturer of Children 
Thursday, Sept. 19 6:30p Parish Council Meeting 
Friday, Sept. 20 7–10p Game Night 
Saturday, Sept. 21 The Leave-taking of the Exaltation of the Cross 
 4p Catechism Class || 5:30p Great Vespers (preceded by final veneration of the cross) 
 After Vespers: Confession 
Sunday, Sept. 22 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9a Church School || 9:40a 3rd & 6th Hours, Making of a Catechumen, Divine Liturgy 

 

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP  
FOR SEPTEMBER 1, 2024 

Attendance: 165 (108 adults + 57 children); Operating: 
$5,207; Capital Maintenance: $110; Holy Day: $65; 
Icons: $35; Diocesan Dues: $38; Candles: $75; 
Uganda: $315; Parish Charities: $120 

“Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do 
good works in this holy and all-venerable temple . . . ” 

(from the final petition of the Augmented Litany) 

 
WEEKLY CATECHETICAL REFLECTION 

Holiness in the World? 
Instructive Words from St John Chrysostom 

Is it really possible to become holy like God in the midst of our 
struggles and temptations while living in the world? St John 
Chrysostom offers us some thoughts… 
“Just as those who sow do not benefit when they cast the 
seed along the side of the road, likewise, we do not 

benefit from hearing ourselves being called Christians if 
we do not have works appropriate to the appellation. If 
you want, I will bring forward to you James the brother 
of the Lord as a trustworthy witness who affirmed: 
‘Faith without works is dead.’ Therefore, it is imperative 
for us to do good works. For when they do not exist, the 
name Christian cannot benefit us. … 
“How can I, Scripture says, be in the world and in the 
midst of so much troublesome business and be saved? 
What do you say, O man? Do you want me to 
demonstrate briefly to you that the location does not 
grant salvation, rather, the way of life and the deliberate 
choice? Adam in paradise, as if in a harbor, suffered 
shipwreck. Lot in Sodom, as if in the open sea, was 
saved. Job was justified upon the dunghill. Saul, who was 
found in the midst of the treasuries, fell out of the 
earthly and the heavenly kingdom. This is not a defense 
for someone to say: ‘I cannot live in the world and in the 
midst of so many concerns and be saved.’” 
(From Homily 9 on Repentance, trans. Gus George 
Christo, pp. 126–127. More to come…) 

Parish Rector: Fr Mark !errien ! (216) 678-8181 ! fr.mark.therrien@gmail.com 
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UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS  

IN OUR PARISH AND DEANERY 
September 15: “A Song of Victory”: Benefit Concert  

for St Theodosius (at Holy Trinity in Parma) 
This Sunday, September 15, Holy Trinity Church in 
Parma is hosting “A Song of Victory,” a concert to assist 
in the restoration efforts for St Theodosius Cathedral. A 
Pan-Orthodox Choir comprised of members from 
various parishes in the Cleveland area will sing. A free-
will offering will be collected; all proceeds will go to the 
restoration fund for the cathedral. Please attend if you 
can. For more information, please see the flyer attached 
to last week’s bulletin. 

 
September 23: Screening of Sacred Alaska 

On Monday, September 23, there will be a screening of 
Sacred Alaska at St Nicholas Church in Mogadore. 
Tickets for this event can be purchased online (see the 
link below—it is in a small font to keep it on one line; 
otherwise, the link might not work). The movie begins 
at 7:00p. Before that, in celebration of the conception of 
St John, an Akathist will be prayed in the church at 
6:00p. For more information, see the flyer attached to 
last week’s bulletin.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-alaska-a-story-of-adventure-faith-and-sacrifice-tickets-998808903317 

 
Next Sunday: New Catechumen 

God willing, next Sunday we will make a new 
catechumen: Scott Salzgeber. Scott has been attending 
services for several months now. Please keep him in your 
prayers as he makes this important step towards entering 
into the holy Church of Christ. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

Pledge Cards Still Welcome 
Last Sunday at Divine Liturgy, I forgot to remind 
everyone about turning in pledge cards. My apologies 
for this oversight of mine. As a reminder for this week, 
then: If you plan to turn in a pledge card, please do so. 
To echo Jared’s remarks in his email from this last week: 
The more of these that we have, the better able we are to 
prepare a realistic budget for this coming fiscal year. 
Thank you to all of those who have already turned theirs 

in. And thank you to all who plan to do so this weekend. 

 
Public Service Announcement regarding the Hall 

At the parish council meeting last month, the issue was 
brought up that children oftentimes run around in the 
hall during coffee hour after the Divine Liturgy without 
adequate supervision. 
While we all know that children need to get some 
energy out after the rigors of participating in the 
Church’s services, still, children should not be allowed to 
run away freely without supervision. Of course, we all 
realize that distractions happen, and that children can 
take off quickly. In that case, I would ask parishioners: If 
it looks like a child has slipped away while a parent has 
been called to attend to something, please make the 
effort to call attention to the child. There is an important 
issue of safety to consider here: I have been told that 
there have been some cases of children running into 
adults. Thank God, these incidents have not amounted 
to anything serious. But as we know, some of our 
parishioners are of more limited mobility. God forbid, 
we don’t want to have a situation where a running 
accident leads to bad fall, a broken bone, or to a child 
having hot coffee or food spilled upon him or her. 
Beyond this issue that was brought to me, a number of 
people have raised other questions/concerns about 
comportment in the parish hall more generally. By way 
of thinking about these concerns, it is good for all of us 
to remember the following: Traditionally in church 
architecture, the place for communally partaking of food 
and fellowship after the services (oftentimes known as 
the trapeza or refectory, but in our case it is the ‘parish 
hall’) was always considered a kind of extension of the 
temple itself—something indicated, e.g., by the fact that 
icons were kept in it (oftentimes arranged in patterns 
that mirror what is found on the iconostas), and also by 
the fact that, on festive occasions, community meals 
would begin with a solemn liturgical procession from 
the temple to the refectory (this service is still printed in 
our service books; it is called the rite of the Panagia).  
In light of this connection, then, something important 
follows: Behavior in the hall, even if it is not regimented 
in the same way as it is in the temple, should always be 
orderly. This is something that all of us should keep in 
mind when we think about how we act in the parish hall, 
the kinds of conversations that we carry on, etc.: 
Although the space is not ‘set apart’ as holy as the temple 
is, it is also not very far removed from the holy space that 
is just beyond the doors… 



 
Support our Seminarians 

As some might have noticed, starting last week I have 
been including some extra petitions in the Litany after 
the Gospel for seminarians. The reason is that His 
Eminence, Archbishop Daniel, has decreed that during 
this month a special appeal is to be made for 
seminarians. In particular, he has designated September 
29 as “Support our Seminarian’s” Sunday.  
For more information about this appeal, please see the 
pastoral letter from Vladyka (as well as the flyer from the 
chancery) attached to this week’s bulletin. 
In thinking about this appeal, there is one point that I 
want to emphasize: Currently, within the OCA at the 
broad level, the number of predicted parish openings in 
the coming years far surpasses the predicted numbers of 
ordinations. Glory to God, our diocese is doing well on 
the whole right now. Still, that could change in the 
future. And so, I would encourage everyone to support 
the on-going work of training and educating future 
priests for our Church in whatever way that you can. 

 
PARISH PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer at 
the moment, please email me so that I might add the person 
to the prayer list. Please also email me to make changes to this 
list (e.g., to remove a name). 
Perry Capitan, Julian, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn 
Dzura’s daughter), Emily Finazzo, (friend of the 
Rendas), David Campbell (Debbie Clements’ brother), 
Patrick Leahy (Dave K.’s brother-in-law), Rick Wagner 
(Merrick and Mia’s grandfather), Joseph Chuppa, Mary 
Ann Sheranko, Helen ( Jan Ursinyi’s mother), Kevin, 
Declan, and Teagon (husband and children of the 
newly-reposed Kristen), Andrew Dzura, Rich Cook 
(Cindy Renda’s brother), Daniel Conger (friend of Jim 
Renda); the residents of St Herman’s House, as well as 
those who serve them; our seminarian, Cole (Paul) 
Schlafer, and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; the members of the Bagley family, 
especially Joseph, Rosemary, Isaac, Lucia, & Julian; Jim 
Barkas; Delphine (mother of Sean Kiernan); Jennifer, 
Janice (Laurie Alexander’s mother); Miriam Kuhl (Sue 
Hoffacker’s sister); Boris & Maria (friends of Anna 
Kozikov); Michael (cousin of Anna Kozikov); Katarina 
(relative of Natalie Antonoff ); Aleksey Byltsov (son of 
Natalie Antonoff ); Willie Gomer (in baptism: 

Alexander); Nancy (Leah Woodruff ’s mother); 
Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, and the parishioners of 
St Theodosius Cathedral; Theodore Tollefson; James 
Horabik; Dolores Kesseler (friend of Suzanne Gubser); 
Richard Brown (husband of newly reposed Joan); Carol 
Lehman (Darlene Horabik’s sister, wife of newly-
reposed George); Mirela (friend of Katie Horabik); Joe 
Dzura (brother of Andy Dzura); Viktor and Dominik 
Povozhaev; Olga (Nick Covelli’s mother); Vincent 
(Thomas Alexander’s father); the suffering Christians of 
Ukraine, the Middle East, and Armenia 
Birthdays this week: 9/15: Linda Halligan, Maddi 
Visnick; 9/16: Abby Moore; 9/18: Elaine Kisha; 9/19: 
Mary Valko, Maureen Medakovich, Jenny 
Cunningham; 9/21: Suzanne Gubser 

Anniversaries this week: 9/19: Ron and Gloria Sieloff 
Parents Who are Expecting:  Subdeacon David 
( Jeffrey) & Michelle, Brian & Katya; Theodore & 
Jessica 

Catechumens: Dalton Moses, Alex Wittie 
Infants Awaiting Holy Illumination: Kennedy Anne 
(daughter of Jon & Alexandra); Margaret Lee (daughter 
of Greg & Grace); Gianna Denise (daughter of Jake & 
Allison) 
Newly illumined: Nicholas & Mary Monda; Anysia 
Theophana Pohl; James Lapointe; Leo Szalay 
Departed: Joseph Demanski, Cathy Ubancic (friend of 
the Rendas), Patricia (Michael Abernathy’s 
grandmother), Nun Elizabeth (of Holy Transfiguration 
Monastery), Kristen (Michelle Hoover’s cousin), Jane 
Hunt (great grandmother of Sofia Kiernan), Patricia 
Wilcoxson (Rosemary Bagley’s mother); Joseph 
Naymik; Pauline Demanski; Elizabeth (Denise Busch’s 
aunt); Theodore Kisha (father of Ted Kisha); Daniel 
(infant son of Fr Peter and Matushka Sophie Ries); John 
(father of Sean Kiernan), Ronald (in baptism, Thomas) 
(Collin Moore’s father); Priest James Bernstein; Joan 
Brown (friend of Fr Mark and Matushka Olena); Carol 
Wright; Paul Webb (friend of Abby Goodell); George 
(Bim) Lehman (Darlene Horabik’s brother-in-law); 
Anna Mae Sokol (Darlene Horabik’s cousin); Janet 
Evans (friend of Ruth Bede) 
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“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). 

 
Beloved Sons and Daughters in Christ, 

 
When he was young, the prophet Samuel heard the voice of the Lord calling him at night. When 
he heard the voice of the Lord, calling to him, he supposed that it was Eli, the priest of Shiloh, 
his mentor. So, he got up from his bed and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am.” Eli told him to return 
to bed. This happened not just once, but three times. And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. 
So he arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord had 
called the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that you must 
say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now 
the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel answered, “Speak, 
Lord, for Your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:8-11). 
 
Samuel’s unique encounter with the Lord God was in fact the call he received to serve the Lord 
as a prophet. It was his vocation. Samuel’s prophetic vocation was so unique during this period of 
history in Israel, that Saint Peter reverently refers to Samuel as the first of the prophets (Acts 3:24). 
Samuel’s prophetic ministry is also notable because it begins at a time when words from the Lord 
were rare and infrequent: “And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no widespread 
revelation” (1 Samuel 3:1). Beginning with Samuel, Israel’s history comes alive with prophetic 
revelation. The young man who was called by the Lord became not only a prophet, but also judge, 
a wise leader in Israel, and a servant of God’s people.  
 
The call of Samuel was uniquely his, and unique to the role he played in the history of Israel and 
in God’s salvific plan. However, every one of us who follows Christ has also received a special call, 
a unique vocation. The Lord calls each of us by name (Isaiah 43:1) to serve Him and His Church, 
in many and various ways. Although we exercise our vocations differently, we all share the same 
call: to proclaim the Gospel, to participate in Christ’s salvific plan, and to serve Christ and His 
Holy Church. 
 
In our beloved and God-protected Diocese of the Midwest, the month of September is dedicated 
to raising awareness of the specific vocation given to those who have been called to ordained 
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ministry. We now pause and give thanks for those who have already received this call, especially 
for the priests and deacons serving in our parishes. And we also look to the future, praying that 
the Lord will send more workers into His harvest, and seeking support for those who are, even 
now, preparing for ordination to the Holy Priesthood, that is, our own diocesan seminarians. 
 
I commend to your prayers and ask your sincere support for the men from throughout our 
Diocese who are currently enrolled in the seminaries of the Orthodox Church in America: Saint 
Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary. These seminarians come from our own parish communities, they are your sons, 
brothers, relatives, and friends. They have heard the voice of the Lord Who has called them, each 
hearing this call in their own particular way. This may have occurred through your personal 
encouragement, by something you said or did which first inspired them to think about the 
possibility of serving Christ by offering their lives in service to the Church. And, responding to 
that call, they are now preparing themselves, through prayer, theological studies, and pastoral 
service, to take their future place as shepherds, caring for the flock of Christ. 
 
Our diocesan seminarians and their families make many personal sacrifices and face many 
challenges in order to achieve their goal, a goal that includes serving each one of us. A significant 
majority of our seminarians are married and have families; their wives and children must sacrifice 
along with them. Just as each one of us needs the support of our clergy, our fellow parishioners 
and of our own Orthodox communities, so, too, do the diocesan seminarians need our support so 
that they may one day stand at the Holy Altar. Your support will allow them to preach the Gospel, 
celebrate the Holy Mysteries of our Orthodox Faith, be present in our time of need, offer 
counsel and provide consolation. They need our prayers, as we need theirs. The seminarians and 
their families also need our financial support. 
 
As we raise awareness for the needs of our seminarians, the Diocese of the Midwest promotes a 
project known simply as “Support our Seminarians.” During this month of September, I invite 
each parish community and every individual to join me in praying that Our Merciful Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who is the Lord of the Harvest, will grant our Diocese and Church more vocations to the 
Priesthood. I also ask you to join me in generously contributing to our Seminarians’ Fund, thus 
showing our appreciation and support for these dedicated and faithful workers in the Lord’s Own 
Vineyard. 

Invoking the Lord’s blessing upon you, your families, and loved ones, I remain 

Yours in Christ, 
 

 
 

DANIEL 
Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest 



 

 

7 current seminarians are in need of your support. Care for those who will care for you and your parish! 

SUPPORT OUR 

SEMINARIANS 

September 29  
Diocese of the Midwest | “S.O.S. Sunday” 

 

Send in Your Support! 

Diocese of the Midwest 

917 N. Wood St. Chicago, IL 60622 

or Donate Online! 

domoca.org/donate online 

Donations may also be submitted 

through your parish. Speak with your 

priest for more details. 

 


