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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, August 11, 2024 
Sunday, August 11 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost & Afterfeast of the Transfiguration 
 8:50a Third Hour & Divine Liturgy (Confession available after Liturgy) 
 6–9p Youth Group (7th Grade and Up, 12+) (Meeting at the Visnick Home) 
Tuesday, August 13 Leavetaking of the Transfiguration 
 9a Moleben to the Theotokos (Paraklesis) 
Wednesday, August 14 Forefeast of the Dormition & Our Venerable Father Theodosius of the Kyiv Caves 
 4:30p Confession || 6:30p Festal Vespers with Lity 
Thursday, August 15 The Dormition of our Most Blessed Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary 
 9a Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Fragrant Herbage (followed by potluck … ? …) 
Saturday, August 17  Afterfeast of the Dormition 
 4:30p Confessions || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, August 18 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost & Afterfeast of the Dormition 
 8:50a Third Hour, Baptism of Leo, & Divine Liturgy 

 

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP  
FOR AUGUST 4, 2024 

Attendance: 123; Operating: $3,816; Capital 
Maintenance: $50; Holy Day: $25; Diocesan Dues: 
$28; Candles: $70; Uganda: $65; Parish Charities: 
$100; Memorial: $100 

“Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do 
good works in this holy and all-venerable temple . . . ” 

(from the final petition of the Augmented Litany) 

 
WEEKLY CATECHETICAL REFLECTION 

“Our God is a Consuming Fire”: 
Some Musings on the Use of the Primikiri 

In my catechesis last week, I wrote about the importance 
of the symbolism related to the liturgical fans that we 
started using at Divine Liturgy a few weeks ago. To 
recapitulate the main point: In our current practice, the 

fans are used to mark certain liturgical moments 
wherein the divine presence is revealed to us in a 
particularly heightened way (e.g., at the procession of 
the Gospel, at the reading of the holy Gospel, in the 
procession of the bread and wine as they are taken to the 
altar to be transformed into the Eucharist, when the 
Burial Shroud of our Lord is present, when the holy 
Cross is brought forth for our veneration, etc.). 
Dovetailing with what I wrote last week, this week I 
want to explain the meaning of another liturgical item 
that was recently donated and that we started to use at 
Divine Liturgy: the primikiri (single candlestick).  
Although the tradition of the primikiri is not universal, 
this special candle is used in many Orthodox Churches 
for a reason similar to the fans: It is set forth to mark the 
moments of the services wherein the divine presence is 
revealed in an especially heightened way, or to mark the 
solemnity of some particular rite. For example, in the 
Russian practice (followed by many OCA parishes), the 
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primikiri is often carried in the lead of the Small and 
Great Entrances, and also when the Gospel is being 
read. While we have not started to do this yet, we will 
probably do so eventually. In the meantime, according to 
the practice that we have now begun, the primikiri is set 
forth before the closed holy doors during the 
communion of the clergy (as the holy Gifts are received 
by the clergy, and then as they are solemnly prepared to 
be given to the faithful). During the distribution of the 
holy Gifts, the primikiri is then moved before the image 
of our Savior on the iconostas (as a way of indicating 
that the presence of Christ that we encounter 
iconographically in his image is made fully manifest to 
us in the real presence of the Eucharist). Then, after 
communion, the primikiri is returned to the middle of 
the open holy doors as long as the Gifts remain upon 
the holy table. Finally, when the Gifts are moved to the 
table of oblation in order to be consumed, the primikiri 
is set there until they are finished. 
Beyond its use at liturgy, the primikiri is also used at 
other rites wherein there is a heightened sense of the 
divine presence. For example, on feast days of the cross 
(the Exaltation on September 14, the Third Sunday of 
the Great Fast, and on the Procession of the Cross on 
August 1), the primikiri is set before the cross while it is 
on the holy table (in preparation for its later procession 
to the middle of the temple). Likewise, on Holy Friday, 
the primikiri burns before the Burial Shroud while it is 
on the altar (in preparation, again, for its later transfer). 
What is the thread that connects the use of the primikiri 
in all of these different ways that I’ve mentioned? Once 
we line them up, it becomes apparent: According to the 
received practice, this candle is used in connection with 
those liturgical moments wherein God’s presence is 
conveyed to us bodily: In this way, then, the use of this 
candle draws attention to a fundamental truth of our 
faith as Christians: That our God is the kind of God 
who, in his love for us, deigned even to take created 
reality—broken though it is—into his own person; that 
our God is the kind of God who become incarnate in 
order to experience our condition from within, so that 
(in turn) he might transform our fallen condition 
through his divine grace. 
As we see this candle being moved at these various 
moments, then, we should be mindful of what it 
represents. As we read at Hebrews 12:29, our God is, 
indeed, a “consuming fire” (cf. Deuteronomy 4:24)—
namely, as the fathers teach, because he burns up our 
sins. This is a beautiful truth. But it is important to keep 
in mind how he purifies us: He does this through what 

St Augustine calls this “marvelous exchange” by which 
he assumes our humanity so that we might be clothed 
with his divinity, and thus raised up by his grace. 

 
UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS  

IN OUR PARISH 
Divine Services This Week 

This week, we come to the conclusion of our brief two-
week fasting period: On Thursday morning, we celebrate 
the Dormition of our most blessed Lady, the Theotokos 
and ever-Virgin Mary. 
To celebrate this feast, in our temple we will celebrate 
the Paraklesis (Moleben) Service to the Theotokos for the 
final time during the fast on Tuesday morning at 9a. If 
you come, please remember to bring the names of those 
who are living whom you wish to pray for.  
For the feast itself, we will celebrate two divine services. 
On Wednesday evening, at 6:30p, we will celebrate 
Festal Vespers with Lity. And then, on Thursday 
morning, we will serve the Divine Liturgy at 9a. As is 
customary, at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy we 
will bless “fragrant herbage”—i.e., flowers and aromatic 
herbs. (In some places, the herbs blessed on this day are 
later used to adorn the precious Cross of our Lord for 
the feast of the Exaltation on September 14—thus 
forming a connection between the two feasts.) 
Please note: The Dormition is, in a way, an autumnal 
celebration of the mystery of our Lord’s Pascha (since, 
as many of the fathers teach, in this event the Theotokos 
voluntarily laid down her own life in imitation of our 
Lord’s act of laying down his own life). Especially for 
this reason, then, I think that it would be fitting to have 
some kind of meal together after the Divine Liturgy so 
that, having broken the fast together by receiving the 
holy Gifts, we may continue to keep festival as we return 
to non-fasting foods. After Liturgy, then, please plan to 
bring something to share for a brunch potluck. 

 
This Sunday: Teen Youth Group Meeting 

The youth group for teens (those in 7th grade and up, or 
who are 12+ in age) will have a meeting this Sunday, 
August 11, from 6 to 9p. It will meet at the Visnick 
house. For more information, please see Subdeacon 
Daniel or Matthew Visnick. 

 



 
August 20: Fundraiser for the Uganda Children’s Fund 
Please remember: A Good Night for a Good Cause in 
Support of the St Nicholas Uganda Children’s 
Fund will take place on Tuesday, August 20 from 6:30–
8:30pm (with bidding ends at 8:00pm). You can 
participate in a silent auction of over 60 baskets/items, 
purchase handmade Ugandan Crafts, and listen to a 
short presentation about the St Nicholas Uganda 
Children’s Fund.  The funds raised help to provide what 
is necessary for the education, health and welfare of 
Ugandan children, teens, and young adults who are 
otherwise unable to receive an education.  We hope that 
you can attend this enjoyable evening to support such a 
wonderful cause! (Light refreshments will be served.) 

 
August 24: Parish Clean-Out 

As noted in the bulletin for several weeks now, we will 
do a large-scale clean-out of our temple and hall on 
Saturday, August 24. A sign-up sheet to assist with this 
has now been placed in the foyer. Please sign up to help 
with this project, which will help contribute to the on-
going beautification of our temple.  
Thank you to all who have signed up to help. If you have 
not yet done so, please consider offering your time to 
assist with the beautification of the temple. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

New Treasurer Needed Soon 
With thanks to Jared LeMaster for his services as our 
treasurer, it is time to start thinking about who next will 
take on this critical role in our parish ahead of the 
election of the new parish council. If you are able to 
perform this vital work, please see Jared, Nick, or me. 

 
Flower Ministry Sign-Up 

There are still slots to sign up to bring flowers for 
September. If you would like to donate two small 
bouquets for the tetrapod, please use the following link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445A8AD2DA3F58-50363602-flowers#/  

 

Loving Someone Into Being Loveable: 
The Teaching of St Isaac the Syrian 

“Love the poor, that through them you may also find 
mercy. Do not keep company with the disputatious, lest 
you be forced to take leave of your calm. Bear the 
noisome smells of the sick without disgust, and 
especially of the poor. Since you too are wrapped about 
with a body. Do not rebuke those who are afflicted in 
heart, lest you be scourged with the selfsame rod as 
theirs: then you will seek consolation and find none… 
“Love sinners, but hate their works; and do not despise 
them for their faults, lest you be tempted by the same. 
Remember that you share the earthly nature of Adam 
and that you are clothed with his infirmity. Do not 
reprove those who are in need of your prayer, and do not 
withhold tender words of comfort from them, lest they 
perish and their souls be required of you; … 
“When you meet your fellow man, constrain yourself to 
pay him more honor than is his due.  Kiss his hands and 
feet, often take his hands with deep respect, put them 
over your eyes, and praise him for what he does not even 
possess. And when he parts from you, say every good 
thing about him, and whatever it may be that commands 
respect.  For by these and similar acts, you draw him to 
good and make him feel ashamed because of the 
gracious names by which you have called him, and you 
sow the seeds of virtue in him. From behavior such as 
this, to which you accustom yourself, a good pattern is 
also imprinted in you; and you gain much humility for 
yourself, and achieve great things without toil.  And not 
only this, but if he has any faults or voluntary 
imperfections, he will readily accept correction from you 
when he is honored by you, being ashamed because of 
the respect which you have shown him and the proof of 
love he continually sees in you. 
“Let this always be the aim of your conduct: to be 
courteous and respectful to all.” 
(Source: Ascetical Homilies, translated by the monks of Holy 
Transfiguration Monastery, pp. 167–168). 

 
Christian Identity in the Midst of Struggling with Sin: 

Some Instructive Remarks from St Herman 
“A true Christian is made so by faith and love toward 
Christ. Our sins do not in the least hinder our 
Christianity, according to the words of the Savior 
Himself. He deigned to say: ‘I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to salvation’ (cf. Luke 5:32); ‘There 
is more joy in heaven over one who repents than over 



ninety righteous ones’ (cf. Luke 15:7). Likewise 
concerning the sinful woman who touched his feet, He 
deigned to say to Simon the Pharisee: ‘To one who has 
love, a great debt is forgiven, but from one who has no 
love, even a small debt will be required’ (cf. Luke 7:47). 
From these considerations a Christian should bring 
himself to hope and joy, and pay not the least attention 
to despair that is inflicted on one. Here one needs the 
shield of faith. 
“Sin, to one who loves God, is nothing other than an 
arrow from the enemy in battle. A true Christian is a 
warrior fighting his way through the regiments of the 
unseen enemy to his heavenly homeland, according to 
the words of the Apostle: ‘Our homeland is in heaven’ 
(cf. Phil. 3:20). About warriors he says: ‘Our warfare is 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities 
and powers’ (cf. Eph. 6:12). 
“The vain desires of this world separate us from our 
homeland; love for them and habit clothe our soul, as it 
were, in a hideous garment. This is called by the Apostles 
the outward man. We, traveling on the journey of this 
life and calling upon God to help us, must divest 
ourselves of this hideousness and clothe ourselves in new 
desires, in a new love of the age to come, and thereby 
receive knowledge of how near or how far we are from 
our heavenly homeland. But it is not possible to do this 
quickly; rather one must follow the example of sick 
people who, wishing the desired health, do not leave off 
seeking means to cure themselves.” 
(Source: Saint Herman of Alaska: His Life and Service, 
compiled by the St Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 2009, pp. 
16–17).  

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer at 
the moment, please email me so that I might add the person 
to the prayer list. Please also email me to make changes to this 
list (e.g., to remove a name). 
Perry Capitan, Julian, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn 
Dzura’s daughter), Emily Finazzo, (friend of the 
Rendas), David Campbell (Debbie Clements’ brother), 
Patrick Leahy (Dave K.’s brother-in-law), Rick Wagner 
(Merrick and Mia’s grandfather), Joseph Chuppa, Mary 
Ann Sheranko, Helen ( Jan Ursinyi’s mother), Kevin, 
Declan, and Teagon (husband and children of the 
newly-reposed Kristen), Andrew Dzura, Rich Cook 
(Cindy Renda’s brother), Daniel Conger (friend of Jim 
Renda); the residents of St Herman’s House, as well as 

those who serve them; our seminarian, Cole (Paul) 
Schlafer, and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; the members of the Bagley family, 
especially Joseph, Rosemary, Isaac, Lucia, & Julian; Jim 
Barkas; Delphine (mother of Sean Kiernan); Jennifer, 
Gani, Stiljan, & Vera (friends of Katie Horabik); Janice 
(Laurie Alexander’s mother); Miriam Kuhl (Sue 
Hoffacker’s sister); Boris & Maria (friends of Anna 
Kozikov); Michael (cousin of Anna Kozikov); Katarina 
(relative of Natalie Antonoff ); Aleksey Byltsov (son of 
Natalie Antonoff ); Willie Gomer (in baptism: 
Alexander); Nancy (Leah Woodruff ’s mother); 
Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, and the parishioners of 
St Theodosius Cathedral; Theodore Tollefson; Charlie 
Deeb; James Horabik; Dolores Kesseler (friend of 
Suzanne Gubser); Richard Brown (husband of newly 
reposed Joan); Janet Evans (friend of Ruth Bede); the 
suffering Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East, and 
Armenia 
Birthdays this week: 8/12: Riley Morton; 8/13: Peter 
Lemaster; 8/14: Rachel Szalay; 8/16: Cindy Banjoff; 
8/17: Adam Chongris 
Anniversaries this week: 8/12: Ken & Peggy Walker; 
Tom & Laurie Alexander; 8/16: Peter & Sharon 
Georges 
Parents Who are Expecting:  Jake & Allison Szendrey, 
Subdeacon David ( Jeffrey) & Michelle, Brian & Katya; 
Theodore & Jessica 
Catechumens: Dalton Moses, Alex Wittie 
Infants Awaiting Holy Illumination: Leo (son of 
Weston & Rachel); Kennedy Anne (daughter of Jon & 
Alexandra); Margaret Lee (daughter of Greg & Grace) 
Newly illumined: Nicholas & Mary Monda; Anysia 
Theophana Pohl; James Lapointe 
Departed: Joseph Demanski, Cathy Ubancic (friend of 
the Rendas), Patricia (Michael Abernathy’s 
grandmother), Nun Elizabeth (of Holy Transfiguration 
Monastery), Kristen (Michelle Hoover’s cousin), Jane 
Hunt (great grandmother of Sofia Kiernan), Patricia 
Wilcoxson (Rosemary Bagley’s mother); Joseph 
Naymik; Jay Emmer-Lovell (friend of the Russell, 
Horabik & Lehman families); Pauline Demanski; 
Elizabeth (Denise Busch’s aunt); Theodore Kisha 
(father of Ted Kisha); Daniel (infant son of Fr Peter and 
Matushka Sophie Ries); John (father of Sean Kiernan), 
Ronald (in baptism, Thomas) (Collin Moore’s father); 
Priest James Bernstein; Joan Brown (friend of Fr Mark 
and Matushka Olena); Carol Wright 


