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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, December 8, 2024

Sunday, Dec. 8 The 24th Sunday after Pentecost

9:05a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy, Moleben to St Nicholas, Play, ¢ Potluck
4p 30th Annual Pan-Orthodox Nativity Concert (@ St. Demetrios Church in Rocky River)

Thursday, Dec. 12

St Spyridon the Wonderworker, Bishop of Tremithus

9a Moleben to St Spyridon (with ancinting) || 10:15a Confession || 4:30p Confession
5:30p Great Vespers (for St Herman and St Lucia) (followed by potluck)

Friday, Dec. 13

The Repose of Venerable Herman of Alaska, Wonderworker of Alaska and all America,

& the Commemoration of the holy virgin martyr Lucia (Lucy) of Syracuse
9a Divine Liturgy || 6p Book Group & Small Compline

Saturday, Dec. 14
Sunday, Dec. 15

4p Catechism Class (open to all) || 5:30p Great Vespers
The 25th Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday of the Forefathers

9a Church School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

ATTENDANCE & STEWARDSHIP
FORDECEMBER 1, 2024

Attendance: 109 (83 adults + 26 children); Operating:
$4,385; ZOE: $10; Capital Maintenance: $29; Holy
Day: $25; Diocesan Dues: $164; Candles: $72;
Uganda: $55; Parish Charities: $119; Flowers: $90

“Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do
good works in this holy and all-venerable temple . . .”
(from the final petition of the Augmented Litany)

WEEKLY CATECHETICAL NOTES

'The Eucharist as Thanksgiving

Providentially, the Gospel that we read this Sunday is
the Lord’s healing of the ten lepers (Luke 17:12-19).
Connecting back to our recent celebration of American
Thanksgiving, then, today’s Gospel gives us yet another
opportunity to think about the centrality that the virtue
of gratitude (thanksgiving, thankfulness) should have in

our lives as followers of our Lord Jesus Christ. So central
is thanksgiving in Christianity, of course, that we even
call the most essential act that we do every Sunday and
teast-day—the celebration of the Holy and Divine
Liturgy—by this name: The Eucharist (edxaplotia —
evcharistia), which in Greek simply means Thanksgiving

(Gratitude, Thankfulness).

Since the essence of the Eucharist is Thanksgiving, then,
this is a virtue that we should be especially attentive to
cultivating as we prepare to participate in the Liturgy.
And this is why one of the most important things that
we can do to prepare well for Liturgy is to read the
Prayers of Preparation for Holy Communion. We do
not do this (as I've said before) because, by going
through the process of reading them, we think that we
will somehow make ourselves worthy of the Gift of the
Eucharist. In fact, there is nothing that we could do that
would ever make us worthy of that Gift. Rather, we do
this because reading these prayers—so many of which
speak about the destructive effects of our sin, but then
also about the even more radical nature of God’s mercy



and forgiveness—puts us into the best mindset where
the grace received in holy Communion can take root
within our souls. Likewise, this is why one of the most
important things that we should do after communing is
either to read or to listen prayerfully to the Prayers after
Communion: So that, instead of losing the awesome
grace that we receive, it might bear fruit in our daily lives
once we have left the holy temple.

For this reason, I want to take the occasion provided by
today’s Gospel to encourage everyone: If you do not
have the practice of reading the Prayers before and after
Communion, strive to adopt this practice as we move
closer to the Lord’s Nativity and to the beginning of the
New Year. Especially as we become accustomed to these
prayers over time, they are incredibly important for
shaping how we approach the Lord’s Mysteries, and for
opening ourselves up more to allow the grace of God
that we are given in Them to take root in our lives.

Thanking God for All Things
Instructive Words from St John Chrysostom

“...letus give thanks to God continually. ... To be sure,
he does not need anything of ours: but we stand in need
of all things from Him. Thus thanksgiving adds nothing
to Him, but causes us to be nearer to Him. ... For this
cause Paul also said, “Be thankful” (Colossians 3:15).
For the best preservative of any benefit is the
remembrance of the benefit, and a continual
thanksgiving. ... But let us be thankful not for our own
blessings alone, but also for those of others—for in this
way we shall be able both to destroy our envy, and to
rivet our charity, and make it more genuine. ... Let us
therefore continually give thanks, for our own blessings,
and for those of others, alike for the small and for the
great. For though the gift be small, it is made great by
being God’s gift.

(From “Homily 25 on Matthew.” Translated in Nicene
and Post-Nicene Fathers, First Series, volume 10 [with
alterations].)

UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

'This Afternoon: Christmas Concert
at St Demetrios Church in Rocky River

'This Sunday afternoon, at 4pm, there is a pan-Orthodox
Christmas concert. This will take place at St Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church in Rocky River. Admission is
free, but free-will donations will be accepted by the

Greater Cleveland Council of Orthodox Clergy to help

in its support of local Orthodox ministries.

Divine Services This Week

This week we celebrate a number of important saints in
the Church. The first of these is St Spyridon the
Wonderworker of Tremithus. Among other notable
events in his life, St Spyridon was one of the fathers
present at the Church’s First Ecumenical Council,
which met in the city of Nicaea in the year 325 in order
to reject the heretical teaching of Arius that the Son was
inferior to God the Father.

Ever since his repose, St Spyridon has been a powerful
intercessor in the Church. He is well-known especially
for his world travels: Each year, when St Spyridon’s
tomb is opened, his old shoes have to be replaced with
new ones (which, year after year, become worn out us).
To celebrate him this year, we will serve a Moleben
(Prayer Service) on Thursday morning at 9a. At the end
of it, I will anoint those present with oil that comes from
the lamp that burns over his relics.

Then, this Friday, December 13, we keep a number of
commemorations. The first of these is especially
important in our local context: On this day, we
commemorate the repose of St Herman, the
Wonderworker of Alaska and all America. In addition
to him, we also commemorate St Lucia (or Lucy), the
virgin-martyr of Syracuse. Being especially popular in
Italy and Sweden, St Lucia’s feast-day has started to
become more popular in the Church in America
(especially because of her special connection to, and
patronage for, children).

To celebrate these wonderful saints, we will celebrate
two divine services this year: On Thursday evening, we
will serve Great Vespers at 5:30p. (Since we are not
offering an Akathist for our children this month in light
of how full the calendar is, I will read the names of
children during this service instead.) Following the
service, I would like to have a potluck in the hall. If you
plan to come to Vespers, please plan to stay and bring
something to share. And then, on Friday morning, we
will serve the Divine Liturgy at 9a.




Upcoming Services:
'The Pre-Feast of the Lord’s Nativity

In thinking ahead to the Lord’s Nativity, please note
that there are a number of pre-festal services scheduled
on the monthly calendar: Beginning on the evening of
December 19, there will be an evening service in the
temple every evening through December 24. Please also
note that there is a morning service on December 23
(the ‘Royal Hours’), as well as the celebration of Vespers
and Divine Liturgy on the morning of December 24.

I'will speak more about these services as we get closer to
the feast. In the meantime, I want to draw attention to
them now to say this: As we get closer and closer to
Christmas, and as you plan for the upcoming weeks,
please look at the calendar now so that you can decide
on what services you will attend in preparation for our
Lord’s coming in the flesh.

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES
ZOE for Life Donations during the Nativity Fast

'The diaper drive for ZOE House is going very well: We
have already filled the pack-and-play once. Since we still
have a number of weeks in the Fast to go, we will
continue to collect diapers through December 24. God
willing, may we fill it up again.

PARISH PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer at
the moment, please email me so that I might add the person
to the prayer list.

Perry Capitan, Julian, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn
Dzura’s daughter), Emily Finazzo, (friend of the Rendas),
David Campbell (Debbie Clements’ brother), Patrick
Leahy (Dave K.’s brother-in-law), Joseph Chuppa, Mary
Ann Sheranko, Kevin, Declan, and Teagon (husband
and children of the reposed, Kristen), Andrew Dzura,
Rich Cook (Cindy Renda’s brother), Daniel Conger
(friend of Jim Renda); the residents of St Herman’s
House, as well as those who serve them; our seminarian,
Cole (Paul) Schlafer, and his family members: Sarah,
Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; the members of the Bagley
family, especially Joseph, Rosemary, Isaac, Lucia, &
Julian; Jim Barkas; Delphine (mother of Sean Kiernan);
Jennifer, Janice (Laurie Alexander’s mother); Maria

(friend of Anna Kozikov, wife of newly-repose Boris);
Michael (cousin of Anna Kozikov); Katarina (relative of
Natalie Antonoff); Aleksey Byltsov (son of Natalie
Antonoft); Willie Gomer (in baptism: Alexander);
Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, and the parishioners of
St Theodosius Cathedral; Theodore Tollefson; James
Horabik; Carol Lehman (Darlene Horabik’s sister, wife
of newly-reposed George); Joe Dzura (brother of Andy
Dzura); Viktor and Dominik Povozhaev; Vincent
(Thomas  Alexander’s father); Renee Kirouac
(goddaughter of Ruth Bede) & Tristan Scott (newly
crowned); Hank & Diane (Jim Horabik’s brother-in-law
and sister); Gail (friend of Maureen Medakovich); Julia &
Dan (newly crowned); Alexander (friend of Anna
Kozikov) & his wife Olena; Dana Wagner; Bob Wick;
the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East,
and Armenia; all those affected by the recent hurricanes

Birthdays this week: 12/8: Alexander Kozikov, Jean
Murphy, 12/10: Subdeacon David (Jeffrey) Hoover

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick

Catechumens: Dalton Moses, Scott Salzgeber, Erin
(Xenia) Dull, Joshua Peter Ticel, Christina Rausch

Infants Awaiting Holy Illumination: Gianna Denise
(daughter of Jake & Allison); Michael Roman (son of

Brian & Katya); Elizabeth Irene (daughter of TJ &
Jessica)

Newly illumined: Kennedy Anne; Margaret Lee;
Charlotte Xenia; Alex (John) Wittie

Serving in the military: Kenneth Hockenberry; Patrick
Miller; James Chongris; Edward (Matushka Olena’s
father)

Departed: Joseph Demanski, Cathy Ubancic (friend of
the  Rendas), Patricia  (Michael  Abernathy’s
grandmother), Nun Elizabeth (of Holy Transfiguration
Monastery), Kristen (Michelle Hoover’s cousin), Jane
Hunt (great grandmother of Sofia Kiernan), Patricia
Wilcoxson (Rosemary Bagley’s mother); Joseph Naymik;
Pauline Demanski; Theodore Kisha (father of Ted
Kisha); Daniel (infant son of Fr Peter and Matushka
Sophie Ries); John (father of Sean Kiernan), Ronald (in
baptism, Thomas) (Collin Moore’s father); Priest James
Bernstein; Carol Wright; Paul Webb (friend of Abby
Goodell); George (Bim) Lehman (Darlene Horabik’s
brother-in-law); Anna Mae Sokol (Darlene Horabik’s
cousin); Janet Evans (friend of Ruth Bede); Olga
(Nicholas Covelli’s mother); Helen (Jan Ursinyi’s
mother); Rick Wagner (Merrick and Mia’s grandfather);
Boris (friend of Anna Kozikov); Dennis (newly-reposed
brother of Claudia Moore)



