
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest 

of the Orthodox Church in America 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060 

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/  
 

 

 

Services & Events Beginning Sunday, February 16, 2025 
Sunday, Feb. 16 Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
 9a Sunday School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
 During Coffee Hour: Teen Group 

Thursday, Feb. 20 6:30p Parish Council Meeting (open to all to attend) 
Friday, Feb. 21 1p Koliva-Making Workshop || 6p Panikhida (names read aloud during this service) 
Saturday, Feb. 22 Saturday of Meatfare: Memorial Saturday 
 9a Divine Liturgy (with short Lity for the Departed) || 1–3p Youth Group 
 4p Catechism Class || 5:30p Great Vespers (Confession after Vespers) 
Sunday, Feb. 23 Sunday of Meatfare (Sunday of the Last Judgment) 
 9a Sunday School || 9:35a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
 During Coffee Hour: Meeting with Catechumens (Sponsors and Inquirers also welcome) 

  
ATTENDANCE  

FOR FEBRUARY 9, 2025 

Attendance: 136 (104 adults + 32 children) 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

St Ambrose of Milan 
On the Importance of Confessing our Sins 

This Sunday we read the parable of the Prodigal Son. In this 
parable, we see the great power that confession has to bring 
about the cleansing of our sins (no matter how deeply these sins 
have worked their way into our souls).  

Especially as we begin to prepare for confession in the coming 
Fast, then, here are some remarks on the power of this saving 
act from St Ambrose of Milan: 

“Father,” it says, “I have sinned against heaven, and before 
you.” This is the first confession before the Creator of 
nature, the Patron of mercy, and the Judge of guilt. 
Although God knows all things, he awaits the words of 
your confession. . . . Confess, so that Christ may rather 
intercede for you, he whom we have as an advocate with 
the Father. Confess, so that the church may pray for you 

and that the people may weep for you. Do not fear that 
perhaps you might not receive. The advocate promises 
pardon. The patron offers grace. The defender promises the 
reconciliation with the Father’s good will to you. Believe 
because it is the truth. Consent because it is a virtue. He 
has a reason to intercede for you, unless he died for you in 
vain. The Father also has a reason for forgiveness, because 
the Father wants what the Son wants.  

(From St Ambrose, Exposition of the Gospel of Luke. Trans. 
in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: New 
Testament III, Luke, edited by Arthur A. Just.) 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
This Friday & Saturday: 

First Services of the Season for the Departed 

The Church will keep the first memorial Saturday of this 
season this coming weekend. To mark it, we will have two 
services: On Friday evening, we will serve a Panikhida at 
6pm. Then, on Saturday morning, we will celebrate the 
Divine Liturgy at 9am. At the end of the Liturgy, we will 
do a brief Lity for the departed. Please note: I am going to 
do the names a bit differently this year. I will read aloud all 
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of the names of those in our parish commemoration book 
(parishioners, family, friends, etc.) during the Panikhida on 
Friday evening (the reason being that there are many 
places in this service to include names, so I can break up 
the lists into several sections). And then, during the Lity 
on Saturday morning, I will read aloud the names only of 
our departed parishioners (in this way honoring them in 
particular with prayer in a special way). 

 
Friday, February 21: Koliva Making Workshop 

To prepare for our first services for the departed, there will 
be a workshop on how to make koliva this Friday, February 
21, at 1p. The sign-up sheet is in the foyer. 

 
Saturday, February 22: Youth Group 

This coming Saturday, Karen Moffet from Little Annie’s 
Hope Train will be coming to St Nicholas for the Youth 
Group meeting, which take place from 1 to 3pm. She will 
be talking to our children about their local organization in 
Painesville, which provides packed lunches for the needy. 
Each bagged lunch will have a meat/cheese or PBJ 
sandwich. We will purchase meat/cheese, lunch bags and 
bread and sandwich bags. We are asking the parish for 
lunchbox snack donations. All items need to be 
individually wrapped in single servings.  

Here is a suggested list of needed items: Snack size 
chips/pretzels/Doritos (etc.); granola bars; fruit cups; 
cups of applesauce; yogurt cups; juice boxes; Goldfish 
crackers; cookies; mozzarella sticks (or other cheese); Slim 
Jims; Pudding or Jello cups. 

Please consider bringing in an item for this worthy cause 
and placing inside the designated box marked Youth 
Group Little Annie's Hope Train donations. The youth 
group will be decorating and assembling the bagged 
lunches. We will be making the sandwiches as well. Karen 
will then collect them and make sure they get distributed 
the following day. 

 
Sunday, February 23: Meeting with All Catechumens 

I will meet with all of our catechumens next Sunday, 
February 23, during coffee hour. If you are a catechumen, 
please plan to stay. Sponsors (and inquirers who have 
regularly been attending services) are also welcome. 

 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Mary Ann S., Andrew D., the residents of St Herman’s 
House, as well as those who serve them; our seminarian, 
Cole (Paul), and his family members: Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of newly-
reposed Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest 
Jan, Matushka Jana, and the parishioners of St 
Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Viktor & 
Dominik; Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Todd (friend of 
Cindy R.); Michael and Mary Grace (requested by Katie 
H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar 
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Peter G.; Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); 
Emily (friend of Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s 
brother); Archpriest Jason; Deb (friend of Ruth B.); 
Subdeacon Nicholas (preparing for surgery); Elizabeth 
(for healing); Christine (friend of Michele S.); Mat. 
Barbara (for healing); the suffering Christians of Ukraine, 
the Middle East, and Armenia; all those affected by the 
recent hurricanes and wildfires 

Birthdays this week: 2/17: Laura A., Evangeline K.; 2/18: 
Debbie Cl., Anna D.; 2/21: Alexandra W., Ron S.; 2/22: 
Valerie C. 

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick 

Catechumens: Dalton Moses, Scott Salzgeber, Erin 
(Xenia) Dull, Joshua Peter Ticel, Christina Rausch, 
Connor (Joseph) Stumperth 

Infant: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya) 

Newly illumined: Charlotte Xenia; Alex (John) Wittie; 
Gianna Szendrey (Debbie C.’s niece); Elizabeth Irene 

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (brother of 
Claudia M.); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend 
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-law); 
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of 
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Elaine (Adam C.’s cousin) 

Anniversaries of Repose: Michael Gaydo (2/17) 

 


