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Sunday Apr 26 2nd Sunday of Pascha / Tone 1/ St Thomas Sunday
9:00 am Church School
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour
Saturday May 2 St Athanasius the Great
6:30 pm Vigil
Sunday May 3 3rd Sunday of Pascha / Tone 2 / The Myrrhbearing Women
Readings: Acts 6:1-7 Mark 15:43-16:8
9:00 am Church School
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / APR 19 Website under “Upcoming Events”.
Operating $5.3 0;./'00 ---------------- For Healing / Well Being: ---------------
Expansion 15.00 | child Zachary (Chris J°s grandson)
Uganda Children 115.00 | Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom)
K_)CC . 165.00 | NB Jackson & parents Jeremy & Cara
Project Mexico 25.25 | NB Caitlyn & parents Patrick & Theresa (Joslin’s son)
Alms .. 85.00 | NB Makayla & parents Francis & Meridith
Parish Charities 10.00 | yamie & George & UBC
Other 10.00 | Erin & Sheri & UBC
ADULT CLASS Brian & Nicole & UBC
The Monday Evening Adult Class will meet this week | Amy & Rick (UBC)

at 7:00 pm.

HOLY WEEK HIGHLIGHTS
Photo highlights of Holy Week & Pascha can be
viewed on the Parish Website under “News.”

MOTHERS DAY BRUNCH

Please mark Sunday, May 10 on your calendars for the
Mothers Day Brunch. The menu is to be announced
and a free will offering will be taken.

GOODSEARCH UPDATE

So far we have raised $50.00 by using Goodsearch and
Goodshop on the internet. We earn a penny per search
and varying percentages when we shop a Goodshop
approved vendor. Please use Goodsearch if possible.

SUMMER CAMP APPLICATIONS

Camp information and application forms are available
for the Summer Camping Program at St Vladimir’s
Camp. The forms can be downloaded from the Parish

John Dabrowolski (Marie J’s dad)
Magarette Fross

Cecilia Kisha (Tina Mc’s mom)
Elenor Berzansky (Dolores H’s good friend)
James Barkas

Cindy Klinar

Mary Pellack (Peggy W’s sis-in-law)
Elaine Cook (Cindy R’s mom)
Nicole (Amy Wagner’s friend)

Mary Graves (Ron B’s daughter)
Evelyn Murphy (Maureen M’s mom)

---------------------- Memory Eternal ------------eeeeevv
Eve Schlotzer

John Clements (Fr Andrew’s cousin)

Elenor Kubik (Helen’s mom-in-law)

Matthew (Elaine T’s friend)

Pat Kiraly (Michelle S’s cousin)

John Ransome (Gloria H’s friend)

Phyllis Flynn (Mary Ellen’s mom)

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
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The God-Man

by Fr Viadimir Berzonsky

“Being found in appearance as a
man, [Christ] humbled Himself
and became obedient to death —
even death on a cross! Therefore
God exalted Him to the highest
place and gave Him a name that
is above every name that at the
name of Jesus every knee should
bow” (Galatians 2:8)

In reading certain theologians,
you find them consistently re-
ferring to Jesus Christ as the
God-Man. They do it to stress
the actions of our Lord God
and Savior to be that of the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit in con-
sort with Him. Nothing He
does, says or intends is acciden-
tal, arbitrary or impulsive. All is
part of the mystical plan for the
salvation of humanity. It may
help to have in the mind’s eye
the awesome icon by St. Andres
Rublev, Hospitality of Abraham,
called also 7he Holy Trinity.

He teaches us humility and
obedience. Some say it’s not
natural for a human to be
humble. Our culture especially
encourages and rewards
assertiveness, even to the point
of aggression. “Better feared
than pitied” would serve as an
American mortto, at least in
most places. But the God-
Man’s commandments as ex-
pressed in the Sermon on the
Mount bless and reward the
meek, the peacemakers, the
poor in heart, and the like.
How do you do that and retain
some semblance of self-respect?

It’s not a proper question that
helps in the process of our sal-
vation. The God-Man would
say — indeed, did say — that if
we want to find our selves, we
must first lose self, for the one
who loses his or her self will ul-
timately save it. How can that
be possible?

The God-Man demon-
strated how it’s done. He who
was God, the Son of God,
“humbled Himself and became
obedient to death.” St. Paul
grasped the key to salvation
and shared it with his readers.
Humility [kenosis] is the begin-
ning of all monastic rules. But
it’s not just for monks and
nuns. The God-Man whom we
honor and magnify the week of
Passion ending with the cross,
grave, burial and resurrection,
demonstrated what many have
always felt to be impossible;
that is, the complete surrender
of one’s selfhood or will, in or-
der to offer it as a gift to the
Creator. “Even to death on a
cross!”

The plan of the Holy Trinity
in the icon is abourt salvation,
but not only that, if we may say
so. The plan is for union with
what was created, the human
being. Salvation is a negative
word. It means being saved
from something — namely, sin.
But once saved, then whart?
Union with Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, adopted as siblings
of the God-Man so that we
may not “only” live forever, but

live in communion with what is
possible, for a creature to unite
with the uncreated, or as St.
Gregory Palamas put it, with
the energies of God. It does de-
mand an unconditional, total
surrender of human will.

To grasp what the God-Man
is abourt in the gospels, espe-
cially the Johannine writings, it
is important to bear that in
mind. When even as a lad, He
tells His mother after she and
Joseph turn back from the jour-
ney to Galilee and find Him
rapt in discussion with the el-
ders in the temple: “Didn’t you
know I must be aboutr My
Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49)
Even then He understood that
He had a mission more relevant
than any task ever carried out
by a human being, because He
was more than a mere human
being. Everything is consumed
by that commitment. His is a
life of rotal obedience. God is
Father, God is Son, and God is
Holy Spirit. There is no room
for what we mere humans con-
sider freedom, if by it we mean
arbitrariness, indecision, choos-
ing what and whom to obey or
disobey. All that is for those
limited by the vagaries of self-
affirmation, suffering by self-
pity or individuality. Here is a
profound mystery, and the
events of that awesome Holy
Week are an excellent time to
meditate on it.




