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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  May 14
Attendance: (Adults 111, Children 33) 144
Operating $3,979.00
OCA Assessments 171.00 
Uganda Children 29.00
Icons 24.00
Charities 5.00
Campbell Memorial 75.00
Gyros Dinner (twrds extr chrch painting) 1,050.00
ADULT CLASS   
The Class will meet this week on Tuesday, May 23 at 
7:00 pm.
CHURCH SCHOOL NOTE   
Today was the last day for Church School. Thanks to 
all of the Teachers for their hard work and dedication 
and to all the children who participated in the Pro-
gram.
CHURCH SCHOOL / GRADUATE PICNIC   
The picnic will be Pentecost Suday, June 4. Please be 
tending to the Sign-up sheet in the foyer ASAP. Also, 
please email Fr A with your grads names, schools, in-
tended schools and future plans.
ALMS DISTRIBUTION   
Alms collected totaled $2,871.37 to be dostributed 
as follows: $1,000—St Herman’s, $1,000—St James 
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Soup Kitchen, $250—Lighthouse Harvest Fouda-
tion of Ashtabula Co, $621.37—Parish Charity Fund. 
Thanks to all who contributed alms during Great Lent.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Perry (Capitan), 
Bess (Chongris grndma), Subdeacon Leonard, Jim, 
(Denise F’s bro), Helen Cicmanski (Andy D’s mom),  
Linda Stiscak (Furman sis-n-law), Jim (Ruth’s dad), 
Michael (Chongris nphw), Ted Geletka, (Fr’s frnd), 
Daniel Conger (Jim R’s frnd), Russ Bechkoviak, suf-
fering Christians in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Calin & Nicoleta Lechintan (5/21), 
Joe & Pauline Demasky (5/22), David & Maria Kuc-
manic (5/26).
Birthdays: Hope Klinar (5/21), Eric Ray (5/22), 
Christina Lebedev (5/27).
Newborns: Anabelle (Tom & Laura), Anastasia 
(Bobby & Juliana), Julian (Vlad & Lucia), Maya (CJ 
& Iya).
Expecting: Tom & Stephanie, John & Lauren, David 
& Maria, Zach & Venessa, Tim & Ashley.
Our Seminarian: Brian Crivella & Family.
Newly Departed: Bess Chongris (Adams mom, 4/18).
Newly Illumined: Michael, Hannah, Helen & Anastasia.

Sunday May 21 6th Sunday of Pascha / Tone 5 / The Blind Man / SS Constantine & Helen
Last Day for Church School   9:00 am Church School
  10:00 pm Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour 

Wednesday May 24 Leavetaking of Pascha / Eve of Ascension
    6:30 pm  Vesperal Liturgy

Saturday May 27 Hieromartyr Therapon, Bishop of Sardis
    5:30 pm  Great Vespers

Sunday May 28 7th Sunday of Pascha / Tone 6 / Frs of the 1st Ecumenical Council
  Readings: Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 John 17:1-13
  10:00 pm Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour      



Church Architecture
There are a variety of architectural styles 
within the Orthodox world, each with its 
own distinctive features and origins. Of 
course, many of the earliest churches were 
of the basilica style, often comprising three 
aisles separated by rows of pillars. The floor 
plan of such churches is somewhat different 
from 18th and 19th century churches found 
in Russia. Within the various cultures the 
Church found itself, a variety of styles devel-
oped. There are, however, similarities found 
in each of these variations. 

The focus of all Orthodox churches is the 
altar, which is separated from the rest of the 
church by the iconostasis, or icon screen. 
In the center of the altar one finds the altar 
table, upon which the Eucharist is celebrated. 
The altar is considered the “holy of holies” 
within an Orthodox church, for it is here 
that the Holy Mysteries are celebrated and 
the Body and Blood of Christ is reserved in 
the tabernacle on the holy altar table. The 
Book of the Gospels also rests upon the altar 
table. Only those who have specific functions 
within the altar are permitted to enter it. 

The main part of every Orthodox church 
is known as the nave. It is here that the faith-
ful gather for worship, that icons are available 
for veneration, that the singers, readers and 
chanters fulfill their functions, etc. Those in 
the nave focus their attention on the altar, in 
which the celebration of the services and sac-
raments is based. They also focus their atten-
tion on those liturgical rites which take place 
in the nave, such as the reading of scripture, 
various processions, the celebration of bap-
tisms, weddings, and funerals, etc. 

Finally, the third part of every Orthodox 
church is the vestibule, or narthex. Tradi-

tionally this “entryway” into the church is 
somewhat larger than we are used to find-
ing in North American churches, as one can 
clearly find if one visits ancient Orthodox 
churches throughout the world. Not only 
does the vestibule serve as a “buffer” of sorts 
between “the world” and “the Kingdom” as 
represented by the church building proper, 
but it also has served a variety of purposes at 
different times and in different places. There 
are also certain rites which are conducted in 
this part of the church, such as the exorcisms 
which precede the sacrament of Baptism, the 
betrothal at weddings [in some Orthodox 
communities], the prayers of churching after 
birth, etc. On designated occasions certain 
Vesper prayers and rites are also celebrated 
here. 

Generally, Orthodox churches are sur-
mounted by a single dome or a series of 
domes, with the traditional explanation be-
ing that the central dome, in which an icon 
of Christ the Pantocrator is generally de-
picted, represents the heavens. One may find 
Orthodox churches with one, two, three, 
four, five, or more domes, depending on the 
architectural style of the church. A variety 
of meanings have been appended to the ap-
pearance of domes, most dictated by popular 
piety rather than deep theology. 

For example, a five-domed church is often 
seen as representing Christ surrounded by 
the four evangelists; a three-domed church 
is seen as representing the Trinity; and so on. 
There are a number of schemes which have 
been followed in the interior decoration of 
Orthodox churches, especially with regard to 
frescoes and other iconography.


