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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Apr 16
Attendance: (Adults 180, Children 35) 215
Operating $4,254.00
OCA Assessments 20.00 
Uganda Children 44.00
Icons 25.00
Charities 100.00
Alms 4.00
IOCC 50.00
SPECIAL WELCOME    
We welcome Helen Crivella who was baptized into 
Christ this morning. May God plant her firmly in His 
vineyard for many years! Also, its good to have Brian, 
Rose and their family make their way back to us for 
the occassion. There’s no place like home.
SPECIAL THANKS    
Debbie and Fr Andrew wish to express their heartfelt 
gratitude for all of the cards, support, visitations, gifts 
and sympathy shone to them at the falling asleep of 
Deb’s mom Vera. Your kindness has been a great com-
fort to them.
ADULT CLASS    
The Tuesday Evening Adult Class resumes this week 
on April 25 at 7:00 pm to continue our study of Ortho-
dox Terminology.
CHURCH SCHOOL LENTEN PROJECT    
Today is the last day for donations to the Pajama Proj-
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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

ect of Stark County. Thanks to all who participated 
and helped their children offer Lenten Alms to the 
glory of God.
GYROS TICKETS STILL ON SALE    
Please be purchasing your tickets for the Gyros Din-
ner to be held on May 7. Tickets are still available this 
Sunday and next.
NEW PASCHA VESTMENTS    
The new Vestments worn by Fr Andrew for Pascha are 
offered in memory of Pan Theopylactos by his family.
ST JAMES SOUP KITCHEN    
We are in need of a new coordinator for our participa-
tion in the program. Please see Fr Andrew if you can 
assume this very important ministry.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Perry (Capitan), 
Bess (Chongris grndma), Subdeacon Leonard, Jim, 
(Denise F’s bro), Helen Cicmanski (Andy D’s mom),  
Linda Stiscak (Furman sis-n-law), Jim (Ruth’s dad), 
Michael (Chongris nphw), Ted Geletka, (Fr’s frnd), 
Daniel Conger (Jim R’s frnd), Russ Bechkoviak, suf-
fering Christians in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Jason & Holly Kirouac (4/27).
Birthdays: Dominik Povozhaev (4/25), Peggy Walker, 
Meridith Janek (4/27), Bob Joss (4/29).
Newborns: Anastasia (Bobby & Juliana), Julian (Vlad 

Sunday Apr 23 2nd Sunday of Pascha / Tone1 / St Thomas Sunday
   9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy / Baptism / Coffee Hour / Blessing of Graves
Saturday Apr 29 Nine martyrs of Cyzicus
    5:30 pm  Great Vespers

Sunday Apr 30 3rd Sunday of Pascha / Tone 2 / The Myrrhbearing Women
  Readings: Acts 6:1-67 Mk 15:43-15:8
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 pm Divine Liturgy Cofee Hour      



by Fr Stephen Freeman

The Paschal Gift
It is impossible to describe the joy of Pascha, par-
ticularly as I experience it as a priest. This year, I 
was deeply aware that I stand in a place that was 
both created for me, and for which I am unworthy. 
The joy of such a combination is the realization 
of the Gift. When you are trying to find a gift for 
someone, the most difficult part, it seems to me, 
is to think of something that communicates the 
unique place, the unique value, and the particular 
affection that you hold. Gifts can be so generic, but 
no human being is generic. My sense of the Gift 
is that it is utterly particular and unique. What 
God gives is never “one size fits all.” Salvation is 
the healing and fulfillment of a person and cannot 
be the same from one to another. Although all are 
formed and shaped “according to the image and 
likeness of God,” that image and likeness has an 
infinite variety in its personal expression.

It is in this sense, that Pascha, Christ’s death 
and resurrection, is the creation and birth of every 
human being. This is not simply the creation and 
birth of humanity, but of each truly unique person. 
Pascha is therefore my story (and yours).

This unique reality that constitutes our true self, 
is, in its most foundational aspect, a gift. We never 
“create ourselves” (pace Justice Kennedy). We are 
not the makers of our own reality. There is such a 
wonderful liberation in this when we begin to truly 
understand it. We do not bring ourselves into exis-
tence, nor do we form and create our world. Our 
present reality is not the result of some chain of de-
cisions and consequences. Such naive reductionism 
(often posited by many religious people) simply 
fails to adequately describe even the smallest por-
tion of our reality and that which is rightly termed, 
“the self.”

The modern narrative of the self views human 

beings as absurdly responsible for their lives. That 
small fraction of our lives that is affected by our 
decisions is credited with the creation of the whole. 
It is a distortion that is useful only in coercing our 
agreement with and cooperation in the injustice of 
the present world order.

The truth of our being is that we are an intersec-
tion of many things, an almost infinite concatena-
tion. It is far more accurate to describe the “self ” as 
a witness, the subject that bears witness to the con-
catenation of events that is uniquely gifted to us.

To say that “I am unworthy” is to be an ac-
curate witness. Nothing of what I am in this mo-
ment, even in this life, is finally of my own mak-
ing. It cannot be described in terms of worthiness. 
At its core, the experience of unworthiness is the 
acknowledgment of the gift, and thus the offering 
of thanks.

To stand rightly at Pascha, is, finally, to stand at 
the end of all things, the beginning of all things, 
and thus at the beginning and end of our lives. It is 
beholding Christ’s Pascha that allows us to see the 
gift and to understand that this – this Pascha – is 
the revelation of our own lives. It is also true that 
when we see things rightly, the unique witness that 
is our life, this unique gathering of events, is itself 
Christ’s Pascha.

St. John Chrysostom says in his great Paschal 
homily: “Christ is risen and not one dead is left in 
the grave.” Every life is revealed not only as a life 
but as a Pascha. “Christ is risen” is the song of our 
true humanity. To stand at this very moment and 
confess before God, “I was created precisely for 
this,” is to stand at Christ’s Pascha.

Glory to God for the Gift.

& Lucia), Maya (CJ & Iya), Anastasia (Vitaly & 
Luba).
Expecting: John & Lauren, David & Maria, Zach & 
Venessa, Tom & Laura, Tim & Ashley.
Memory Eternal: Vera Campbell (Deb’s mom 4/10), 

Nadia Tereshko (4/7), Mark Farrell (4/3, Jan U’s 
nphw), Betty Sapp (3/30), Tamara Radziej (3/26).
Our Seminarian: Brian Crivella & Family.
Newly Illumined: Michael, Hannah & Helen.


