
Taken from Orthodox England

Anniversaries: Jason & Holly Kirouac (4/27).
Birthdays: Peggy Walker, Meridith Janek (4/27), Bob 
Joss (4/29), Michael Clements (4/30).
Newborns: Alexis Christine (Jonathan & Larissa)
Expecting: Tom & Ellen, Jimmy & Heather, Nick & 
Lindsey, Bob & Lucinda, Dan & Catherine, Dima & 

Lea, Michael & Katie, TJ & Jessica, Shane & Mary 
Ann, Mark & Christy, Matt & Michelle.
Memory Eternal: Pan Theophylactos (4/4), Adrian 
Turc, Viatcheslav (Anna D’s dad, 3/21), James Chon-
gris (Adam’s dad, 3/20).

Today the Maker of the Universe enters Jerusalem. He is 
seated not on a white stallion with a 100,000 strong army 
to escort Him like the King of Babylon. He is seated on a 
young ass, the lowest of creatures, and escorted by street 
children like the King of Jerusalem. For He is not the King 
of Babylon, the King of War and Power and Pride and 
Riches, He is the King of Jerusalem, the King of Peace and 
Humility. And this is only right, for the name ‘Jerusalem’ 
means ‘the City of Peace;’ Christ alone, the King of Peace, 
is therefore its rightful King.

Children greet Him with palms, the symbols of victory, 
and they cry ‘Hosanna’, meaning ‘Save, we pray’. Their 
cry and their deed are greater than they know, for in their 
innocence they speak and do truth, for Christ alone saves 
us, if we pray to Him; and the palm branches are indeed 
tokens of victory, for Victory comes through the Tree of the 
Cross.

This is not just an historic event, but an event that can 
be repeated at every communion. For whenever we seek 
peace and humility as if seated on an ass, as innocent as 
children crying ‘Save, we pray’, then Christ enters our souls 
and makes them into Jerusalems within us.

However, we know that in Jerusalem there were not 
only children, ‘babes and sucklings’, who greeted Him, 
there were also others, Scribes and Pharisees who, as the 
Gospels say, ‘were displeased’. They are those who wanted 
a worldly leader, a man of violence, a rival to the Romans, 
and they will lead Christ to Golgotha, preferring an un-
repentant thief to the Son of God. Within a few days our 
Lord will suffer, because He is innocent and all the inno-
cent suffering of the world, of which we have seen so much 
in our own days, is taken up in Him.

The division between, on the one hand, babes and 
sucklings and, on the other hand, the worldly Scribes and 
Pharisees is a division which is repeated through time and 

space, and all of us have at some time or another been on 
both sides. For whenever we sin we are on the side of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, and whenever we are innocent, we 
are on the side of the babes and sucklings. But whose side 
are we on today and whose side will we be on this coming 
week?

For in this coming Great and Holy Week, Passion 
Week, the Church calls us to follow Christ. On Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, we begin to relive the dramatic 
events in Jerusalem of this Week. On Thursday morn-
ing we come to the celebration of the Last Supper, which 
was and is the First Liturgy. On Thursday evening we 
have the beautiful Service of the Twelve Gospels when the 
Church tell us all the details of Christ’s betrayal, of Judas, 
of Christ’s trial, of Pilate, of Christ’s scourging and Cruci-
fixion. On Friday afternoon Christ is taken down from the 
Cross and on Friday evening He is buried and we shall sing 
together the Lamentations around His Tomb. On Saturday 
morning, we shall witness the first Resurrection Liturgy 
with the changing of vestments from violet into white and 
then on Saturday at midnight Christ will make clear His 
Resurrection. This by tradition is the moment when Christ 
returns to earth and we feel His presence amongst us most 
clearly.

How can we not come to these services and yet still 
call ourselves Orthodox? How can we not follow Christ 
through all the events of this Great Week which changed 
the history of the whole world? Let us be as babes and 
sucklings, let us put away our worldly calculations and 
free ourselves from our laziness, let us be with the family 
of God, with the Mother of God and St John, and follow 
Christ to the Cross, so that then we can follow Him to His 
Resurrection, to Victory and Triumph, and so be resur-
rected in spirit together with Him.

Palm Sunday
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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Apr 17
Attendance: (Adults 151, Children 30) 181
Operating $3,919.00
Hall Reno 40.00
Uganda Children 83.00
Flowers 25.00
Icons 10.00
IOCC 75.00
Alms 270.00
VIGIL AT THE TOMB 
Please sign up in the foyer to read at the Lord’s Tomb 
following the Holy Friday Burial Vigil.
EGG ALERT 
We’re asking each household to please bring four sol-
id  red  eggs  to  the  Midnight  Pascha  Service  and  
place them in the white basket in the hall.
SPECIAL CONCERNS FOR PASCHA

Sunday Apr 24 6th Sunday of Great Lent / Tone 6 / Palm Sunday
    9:00 am Church School 
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy / Childrens Procession Coffee Hour
    5:00 pm Bridegroom Matins of Holy Monday  Last Confessions
Monday Apr 25 Great & Holy Monday
    7:00 pm Bridegroom Matins of Holy Tuesday
Tuesday Apr 26 Great & Holy Tuesday
    7:00 pm Bridegroom Matins of Holy Wednesday
Wednesday Apr 27 Great & Holy Wednesday
    7:00 pm Matins of Holy Thursday
Thursday Apr 28 Great & Holy Thursday
  10:00 am Liturgy of the Mystical Supper
    7:00 pm Matins of Holy Friday / 12 Passion Gospels
Friday Apr 29 Great & Holy Friday
    7:00 pm Burial Vigil / Vigil at Tomb begins
Saturday Apr 30 Great & Holy Saturday
  10:00 am Vesperal Liturgy / Blessing of Baskets / Vigil at Tomb continues
  11:30 pm Nocturns 
Sunday Apr 24 Great & Holy Pascha / The glorious Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
  Readings: Acts 1:1-8 John 1:1-17
  12:00 am Procession / Matins / Liturgy / Blessings / Reception
  12:00 am Paschal Vespers Egg Hunt   
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If  you  are  unable  to  be  at  the  Midnight  Services  
for Pascha  on  Holy  Saturday  night,  please  be  in  
attendance that morning at 10:00 am for Holy Com-
munion. Baskets will be blessed afterward for those 
who will not be at the Midnight Services. Also, con-
fessions will be heard any time for college kids as they 
make their way home for Pascha.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Perry (Capitan), 
Bess (Chongris grndma), Mary & Bruno, Subdeacon 
Leonard, Donna, (Fross rltv), Fr Ted Bobosh, George 
Glavinos (Zorka’s son-in-law), Helen Cicmanski 
(Andy D’s mom), Carol Sanotone (Deb Covelli’s sis), 
Linnea Kaminsky (Matt’s mom), Cathy Theophylac-
tos, suffering Christians in Ukraine and the Middle 
East.


