
by Deacon George Shumaik

Firstborn
In contemporary discourse, we rarely use the compound word 
firstborn. In biblical texts it occurs with remarkable frequency 
- more than one hundred times in the Old Testament, al-
though less than ten times in the New Testament. 

Prototokos is the Greek word that translates literally as – 
‘the first to be born’. In Hebrew, the masculine noun bekhor 
relates to the first male child born and is linked to the word 
bekhora meaning birthright. The biblical emphasis in either 
case is on the primacy of the firstborn in Judaic culture. This 
springs directly from Mosaic Law - “Then the Lord spoke 
to Moses, saying, ‘Consecrate to Me all the firstborn, what-
ever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of 
man and beast; it is Mine.’”(Exodus 13:1-2) Note that the 
firstborn of all creatures are to be consecrated to God, their 
creator. 

In the family unit, the firstborn male by birthright had the 
status of primacy and ordained to receive a double portion of 
the father’s estate even if he is the offspring of an “unloved” 
wife. (Deuteronomy 21:17) 

Within the Exodus story, God extends the status of first-
born to all of the Hebrews held in slavery by Egypt. He in-
structs Moses “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: Israel is my son, My firstborn. So I say to you, let My 
son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, 
indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn’”. (Exodus 4:22-23) 

This is the preamble to the Passover story. Pharaoh’s heart 
is hardened, he does not release Israel and the firstborn of 
Egypt both man and beast are slain while the Hebrews are 
protected by the blood of the lamb spread on the doorposts 
and lintels of their homes. Thus the firstborn, the house of 
Israel, is delivered from bondage and sent on their sojourn to 
the Promised Land. 

It is a preeminent theme of the Old Testament that the 
firstborn, the chosen, the elect behave badly in their relation-
ship with God. The first humans are cast out of Eden for dis-
obedience. The firstborn Cain slays his brother Abel, who had 
offered up the firstborn of his flock – a sacrifice “respected” by 
God. (Genesis 4) 

After the covenant with Abraham is sealed and Isaac is 
spared, Isaac’s firstborn Esau sells his birthright (bekhora) to 
Jacob for a bowl of stew. (Genesis 25) Immediately after be-
ing delivered from bondage, while Moses was receiving the 
Testimony on the Holy Mountain, the Hebrews returned to 
idolatry worshipping the golden calf. (Exodus 32) 

The Old Testament chronicles the repeated apostasy of the 
firstborn Israel only to be upheld over and over by a God who 

would not, could not violate His promise to them. The Law 
was given and the Law was violated. Amidst this struggle, the 
Father sent the Prophets to foretell of a coming savior. 

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah— not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which 
they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. 
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Is-
rael after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their 
minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people. No more shall every man teach 
his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” (Jeremiah 
31:31-34) 

All the Messianic prophecies are fulfilled in God the Fa-
ther’s firstborn Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Using 
firstborn to describe the relationship of Jesus to His Father 
confused many by implying that the Son of God is a cre-
ated being. This heresy was dispatched at the First Ecumenical 
Council at Nicea in the creedal declaration – “… one Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God, the only begotten, begotten of the 
Father before all ages. Light of light; true God of true God; 
begotten, not made…” 

The Apostle Paul amplifies further, “He [Jesus] is the im-
age of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For 
by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or principalities or powers. All things were created through 
Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him 
all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
things He may have the preeminence.” (Colossians 1:15-18) 

Jesus is heir to the complete divinity of the Father but 
also heir to all the features of our humanity. The Son of God 
is also the Son of Man. As Orthodox Christians we attain 
the status of firstborn and heirs of the Kingdom not because 
of our own righteousness but through the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ on the Cross. By His death, resurrection and glorifica-
tion He becomes the firstborn of the dead so that we by grace 
and faith can be partakers of the divine nature and inheritors 
of the Kingdom. Amen. 
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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Jan 31
Attendance: (Adults 129, Children 28) 156
Operating $4,508.00
Charities 60.00
Uganda Children 175.00
Icons 153.00
VALENTINES DAY BRUNCH 
Please plan on attending our Valentines Day Brunch 
next Sunday following Liturgy. A free will offering 
will be taken.
INSIDE SPEAKER PROJECT
As part of the Tuesday Evening Adult Class we are 
offering a once a month opportunity for any of our 
parishoners to present a topic of their choice. This 
could be a bible study, a lesson, a reading of an article 
of interest, a testimony (i.e. Why I became Orthodox), 
personal story, a podcast or video to share, etc. There 
would also be time for discussion and questions. This 
would occur one week each month for as long as we 
have participants. Some have already come forth so 
please consider being part of the program and let Fr 
Andrew know if you would like to participate. 
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Perry (Capitan), 
James & Bess (Chongris grndprnts), Mary & Bruno, 
Subdeacon Leonard, Donna, (Fross rltv), Fr Ted Bo-
bosh, George Glavinos (Zorka’s son-in-law), Helen 
Cicmanski (Andy D’s mom), tsuffering Christians in 
Ukraine and the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Fr Andrew & Debbie (2/7).

Sunday Feb 7 36th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 3 / St Parthenius
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour

Saturday Feb 13 Ven Symeon the Myrrhgusher
    5:30 pm Great Vespers 

Sunday Feb 14 37th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 4 / Zacchaeus
  Readings: 1 Tim 4:9-16 Luke 19:1-10
   9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour 
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— Fr Stephen Freeman —

Birthdays: Matt Kaminsky (2/12), George Tintor 
(2/13).
Expecting: Michael & Katie, Joe & Candice, TJ & 
Jessica, Shane & Mary Ann, Mark & Christy, Jonathan 
& Larissa, Matt & Michelle.
Memory Eternal: Fr John Udics (Mary Ray’s bro 
2/3),  Joshua Zdinak (1/21).

Christianity is not a religion. It is a spiritual path 

towards union with God. Jesus did not come to usher 

in a new system of how to get what we want. He 

“emptied Himself,” and repeatedly invited us to do 

the same. That emptying is the path of union, and 

the very definition of love. If unfulfilled desires can 

be of use to us, then this world becomes the perfect 

arena of our salvation. For, in truth, we generally do 

not have to become weak or incompetent in order to 

be saved. We already are. Those who are on the path 

know this and reveal it in their prayers.


