
—Saint Isaac the Syrian —

St James, the Brother of the Lord
St James is called the “Brother of the Lord”. 
He was one of 4 sons of Joseph from a previous 
marriage, all of which are named in scripture. 
He is given this title because, as the Prologue 
explains:

“When Joseph was dying, he shared out his 
goods among his sons and wanted to leave a 
share to the Lord Jesus, the Son of the most 
holy Virgin Mary, but his sons opposed this, not 
reckoning Jesus to be a brother of theirs. James, 
though, loved Jesus greatly and announced that 
he would include Him in his share, counting 
himself to be indeed brother to the Lord.” 

The Holy Apostle accompanied his family 
when they fled to Egypt, to escape the wrath of 
Herod, shortly after Jesus was born. (St James is 
behind the Theotokos in the icon.)

The Holy James was counted among the Sev-
enty disciples of the Lord. No doubt he was al-
ways near Jesus but the two Apostles among the 
twelve named James are different men.

Although James was not one of the Twelve, 
he was so highly respected by his peers that he 
became the first bishop of Jerusalem, even with 
some of the Apostles living there at the time. 
From this it is clear that he was respected as a 
holy and righteous man.  He governed Jerusalem 
for thirty years, before his martyrdom.

St James was so respected by all, including 
even unbelieving Jews, that he was nicknamed 
“the Just”.

St James remained a virgin all of his life, and 

is said to have never eaten fat or oil.
He was also a great lover of long prayer vigils 

at night, and is said to have “knees like a camel”, 
from kneeling in prayer often.

He composed the first Liturgy, on the instruc-
tion of the Lord. It proved to be too long for 
later Christians to use everyday, and was later 
shortened by St Basil and St John Chrysostom. 
We still serve the “Liturgy of St James” to this 
day, in some places.

St James wrote the Epistle of James. It is 
remarkable in the NT for bluntly and plainly 
stressing the moral life that a Christian must 
lead.

St James was martyred in Jerusalem. 
“When Ananias became High Priest, he de-

cided, along with other of the Jewish elders, to 
kill James as a preacher of Christ. One day, at 
Pascha, when many people were gathered in Je-
rusalem, the elders told him to climb up onto a 
roof and speak against Christ. St James climbed 
up there, and began to speak to the people about 
Christ as the Son of God and the true Messiah, 
and of His Resurrection and eternal glory in 
heaven. The infuriated priests and elders cast 
him down from the roof, and he was badly in-
jured though still alive. A man then ran up and 
gave him such a vicious blow on the head that 
his brains spilled out. Thus this glorious apostle 
of Christ died a martyr’s death and entered into 
the Kingdom of his Lord. James was sixty-three 
years old when he suffered for Christ.”

“What is a merciful heart? It is the heart’s burning for the sake of the entire creation, for men, for birds, for 
animals, and for every created thing; and at the recollection and sight of them, the eyes of a merciful man 
pour forth abundant tears. From the strong and vehement mercy that grips his heart and from his great 
compassion, his heart is humbled and he cannot bear to hear or to see any injury or slight sorrow in creation. 
For this reason he offers up prayers with tears continually even for irrational beasts, for the enemies of the 
truth, and for those who harm him, that they be protected and receive mercy. And in like manner he even 
prays for the family of reptiles, because of the great compassion that burns without measure in his heart in 
the likeness of God.”
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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Oct 9
Attendance: (Adults 124, Children 18) 142
Operating $2,556.00
Uganda Children 105.00
Charities 70.00
Icons 40.00
Gyros Brunch 560.00
ADULT / CATECHUMEN CLASS  
The class will meet this week on Tuesday, Oct 25 at 
7:00 pm.
COUNCIL SLATE FOR NEXT YEAR  
We are pleased to announce that we have a full slate 
for the 2017 Parish Council: Pres - Mark Joslin, VP - 
Jim Gordon, Treas - Larry Furman, Sec - Laura Aber-
nathy, Members - Jim Schlotzer, Diane Grechny, Nick 
Covelli, Diane Kochan. It’s been our custom to present 
a slate of candidates and approve them by unanimous 
ballet at the Annual Meeting. However, if anyone feels 
so inclined to run in opposition to the above, note that 
all the offices and two council positions are available 
for this. Please let Fr Andrew know ASAP.
BLOOD DRIVE UPDATE  
We had at least 21 pints donated on Friday. We’ll have 
a final update next week. Thanks to all who donated 
and helped host the event.
AUDIT COMMITTEE  
We are in need of two people to audit our 2016 finan-
cial records. Please approach Fr Andrew if you can 
serve in this capacity.

Sunday Oct 23 18th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 1 / Apostle James, the rother of the Lord
    9:00 am Church School 
  10:00 am  Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour

Saturday Oct 29 Martyr Anastasia
    5:30 pm  Great Vespers Confession  

Sunday Oct 30 19th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 2 / Hieromartyr Zenobius
  Readings: 2 Cor11:31-12:9 Luke 8:26-39
    9:00 am Church School 
  10:00 am  Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour
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SEMINARY SUNDAY  
Next Sunday, October 30 we will take a Special 
Collection for our Diocesan Seminarians. We have 
Brian Crivella from our parish who could be one of 
the recipients.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Perry (Capitan), 
Bess (Chongris grndma), Mary & Bruno, Subdea-
con Leonard, Jim, (Denise F’s bro), Fr Ted Bobosh, 
Helen Cicmanski (Andy D’s mom), Linnea Kaminsky 
(Matt’s mom), Cathy Theophylactos, Ron Bede, Linda 
Stiscak (Furman sis-n-law), Jim (Ruth’s dad), Zorka, 
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan, Sharon Georges, Mar-
garet Pellack, suffering Christians in Ukraine and the 
Middle East.
Anniversaries: Mike & Christine Brzozowski 
(10/24), Tom & Miranda Oberhausen (10/26).
Birthdays: Laura Fredericks (Hoffacker), Meredith 
Nicoletti (10/23), Vsevelod (Willy) Alexander Falkov 
(10/24).
Newborns: Mahala (Bob & Lucinda) Alexander 
(Dima & Lea), Mason (Nick & Lindsey).
Expecting: Danny & Maria, Patrick & Deanna, Chris 
& Vallery, Brian & Rose, Vitaly & Luba, Tim & Ash-
ley, Dan & April, Patrick & Ashley, Ellen & Tom.


